CONSTRUCTING COMMUNITY

Total Body Function

***FOUNDATIONAL SCRIPTURE PASSAGE***
Ephesians 4:11-16 (NLT) 
11 He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 
12 Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ, 
13 until we come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ. 
14 Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe because someone has told us something different or because someone has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth. 
15 Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 
16 Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. 

· The Kurt Warner Story – Love is More than Feeling  (see ill.)
· What do we think of when we hear about “Love”

· Romance

· Butterflies in the Stomach

· Emotions/Feelings

· Sex

But, what we learn today is that Love—real love—is at a much deeper level.  It is the bottom line of who we are as believers and how we relate to ALLELON.
The Bottom Line is Love – Love One Another
John 13:34-35
So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.  Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples." 


THE TIMING OF THIS MOMENT
· After Three Years of Watching Jesus Love Others

· Immediately After the Upper Room Gathering

· As He looked toward the Cross, the Ultimate Display of Love

Today we’ll review three key elements of this passage…
THE COMMAND - 

I am giving you a new commandment
THE CONDITION - 

Just as I have loved you, you should love each other

THE CONFIRMATION - 
Your love for one another will prove to the world 





that you are my disciples

THE COMMAND
“I am giving you a NEW COMMAND”
· A Command is Not a Divine Suggestion – It is a Command

· The Greatest Commandment: Love the Lord, Love Neighbor
· Some Key Considerations
· Who Was His Audience – The Disciples/Followers
All of these followers understood the 10 commandments.  But they had totally missed the meaning and relevance of “the law of love.”
Paul had been a zealous Pharisee and as such a follower and defender of the law.  However, as a follower of Jesus e came to understand the law in the context of love.  

· Romans 13:8-10
Pay all your debts, except the debt of love for others. You can never finish paying that! If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill all the requirements of God's law.  For the commandments against adultery and murder and stealing and coveting—and any other commandment—are all summed up in this one commandment: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 
Love does no wrong to anyone, so love satisfies all of God's requirements. 

· Galatians 5:14
For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: 


"Love your neighbor as yourself." 

The new command didn’t undo any of the previous, instead it gave a canvas on which the others by be splashed and fulfilled.
the condition
“As I have…”
· Imagine the heart break that Jesus must have felt as the disciples argued amongst themselves about who would be greatest and jockeyed for position. (see Luke 22:24)After three years with Him they still didn’t get it.  I would have wondered if they ever would.

· The Admonition (Luke 22.25-26)
· The Application (John 13.13-15) [Foot Washing]
· NOTE – The bowl and towel had been there all along, but not one of the disciples was willing to “stoop” to such a menial and humble task.
· The Affirmation  (John 13.1; 1 John 3.16)


1 John 3:16 We know what real love is because Christ gave up his life 



for us. And so we also ought to give up our lives for our Christian brothers 


and sisters.
To Love as Christ Loved is…


· Unconditional – I will love you if…

· Unlimited – I can’t love you because…

· Un-measurable – If you scratch my back…

· Unending – I don’t love you anymore…  (Air Supply – “I’m All Outta Love”

The Confirmation

“All men will know…”

· The Greatest Sign and Wonder is a Fellowship of Loving Believers

· People may deny what we believe
· People may argue against miracles
· People may debate the Bible
· People CANNOT refute a life of loving others
· Our love for each other is the fleshing out of Christ to the World.

THE CONCLUSION
Think about it…
· Why does the enemy consistently and often effectively attack the love and unity in the church?  Because the church is the hope of humanity and if the church is in chaos then the influence (salt) has lost its flavor.
· Ephesians 4:1-6
1 Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God. 
2 Be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other's faults because of your love. 
3 Always keep yourselves united in the Holy Spirit, and bind yourselves together with peace. 
4 We are all one body, we have the same Spirit, and we have all been called to the same glorious future. 
5 There is only one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
6 and there is only one God and Father, who is over us all and in us all and living through us all. 
· How does your Love Meter read today?

The community at PVBC

· It begins with adoption as part of the family of Christ.

· It grows from a foundation of loving one another as a choice and commitment in the community of faith.
· From this foundation everything else will flow and follow.
· It Begins with Receiving His Love – Salvation

· It Continues with Reflecting His Love – Fellowship

· It Resumes with Returning to that Love – Repent (Rev. 2.4-5)
· It Conclude with Realizing the Eternity of Love – Heaven
ILLUSTRATION

The Kurt Warner Story

In a supermarket, Kurtis the stock boy, was busily working when a new voice came over the intercom asking for a carry out at checkout register 4.

Kurtis was almost finished, and wanted to get some fresh air, and decided to answer the call. As he approached the check-out stand a distant smile caught his eye, the new check out girl was beautiful. She was an older woman (maybe 26, and he was only 22) and he fell in love.

Later that day, after his shift was over, he waited by the punch clock to find out her name. She came into the break room, smiled softly at him, took her card and punched out, then left. He looked at her card,
BRENDA. He walked out only to see her start walking up the road.

Next day, he waited outside as she left the supermarket, and offered her a ride home. He looked harmless enough, and she accepted. When he dropped her off, he asked if maybe he could see her again, outside of work. She simply said it wasn’t possible. He pressed and she explained she had two children and she couldn’t afford a baby-sitter, so he offered to pay for the baby-sitter. Reluctantly she accepted his offer for a date for the following Saturday.

That Saturday night he arrived at her door only to have her tell him that she was unable to go with him. The baby-sitter had called and canceled. To which Kurtis simply said, "Well, lets take the kids with us." She tried to explain that taking the children was not an option, but again not taking no for an answer, he pressed.

Finally Brenda, brought him inside to meet her children. She had a older daughter who was just as cute as a bug, Kurtis thought, then Brenda brought out her son, in a wheelchair. He was born a paraplegic with down syndrome. Kurtis asked Brenda, "I still don’t understand why the kids can’t come with us?" Brenda was amazed. Most men would run away from a woman with two kids, especially if one had disabilities. Just like her first husband and father of her children did. That evening Kurtis and Brenda loaded up the
kids, went to dinner and the movies. When her son needed anything Kurtis would take care of him. When he needed to use the rest room, he picked him up out of his chair, took him, brought him back. The kids loved Kurtis. At the end of the evening, Brenda knew this was the man she was going to marry and
spend the rest of her life with. A year later, they were married and Kurtis adopted both of her children. Since then they have added two more kids.

So what happened to the stock boy and check out girl? Well, Mr. & Mrs Kurt Warner, now live in Arizona where he is quarterback for the St. Louis Cardinals where he is in his 11th season as a professional football player.


THE TIMING OF THE MOMENT (Scriptures)
Luke 9:46 (NLT) 
46 Then there was an argument among them as to which of them would be the greatest. 

Mark 9:33 (NLT) 
33 After they arrived at Capernaum, Jesus and his disciples settled in the house where they would be staying. Jesus asked them, "What were you discussing out on the road?" 

Matthew 20:20-21 (NLT) 
20 Then the mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus with her sons. She knelt respectfully to ask a favor. 
21 "What is your request?" he asked. She replied, "In your Kingdom, will you let my two sons sit in places of honor next to you, one at your right and the other at your left?" 

Mark 10:35-37 (NLT) 
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke to him. "Teacher," they said, "we want you to do us a favor." 
36 "What is it?" he asked. 
37 "In your glorious Kingdom, we want to sit in places of honor next to you," they said, "one at your right and the other at your left." 

Luke 22:24 (NLT) 
24 And they began to argue among themselves as to who would be the greatest in the coming Kingdom. 

Luke 9.46


Mark 9.33


Matt. 20.20-21


Mark 10.35-37


Luke 22.24


In this stage of carnality and selfishness the Lord Jesus revealed “the greatest of these…love”





When the body lives by the spirit and keeps in step with the spirit we will love one another and that will lead to fulfilling the one anothers of Scripture.








