CONSTRUCTING COMMUNITY

Total Body Function

***FOUNDATIONAL SCRIPTURE PASSAGE***
Ephesians 4:11-16
He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ, until we come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ. Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe because someone has told us something different or because someone has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth. Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. 

INTRODUCTION
· Last week we looked at the Command from Jesus to Love Each Other
· Understand the Priority and Significance the Lord has placed on love and unity in the faith community.  

· This week we will examine just what this Christ-Love is, what it looks like, how it’s measured.

· To do that we consider what was missing in an unhealthy and immature faith community

BOOK: The Scent of Love by Keith Miller

· The idea is that love like Christ demands will be undeniable to those around us.
· A Fragrant aroma around us that effects the very atmosphere of our environment.
· In the Old Testament it referred to the fragrance of the sacrifices as a “Pleasing and soothing aroma.”
· Contrast the sin of Nineveh (Jonah 1.2) that was a stench in God’s nostrils. [TLB]
· Would, then, our mutual love be a scent that would please the Lord Jesus?
LOVE – A More Excellent Way - 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13

31 And in any event, you should desire the most helpful gifts. Love Is the Greatest First, however, let me tell you about something else that is better than any of them! 

13:1 If I could speak in any language in heaven or on earth but didn't love others, I would only be making meaningless noise like a loud gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I knew all the mysteries of the future and knew everything about everything, but didn't love others, what good would I be? And if I had the gift of faith so that I could speak to a mountain and make it move, without love I would be no good to anybody. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn't love others, I would be of no value whatsoever. 
4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. Love does not demand its own way. Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of when it has been wronged. 6 It is never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 
8 Love will last forever, but prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge will all disappear. 
9 Now we know only a little, and even the gift of prophecy reveals little! 10 But when the end comes, these special gifts will all disappear. 11 It's like this: When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child does. But when I grew up, I put away childish things. 12 Now we see things imperfectly as in a poor mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God knows me now. 13 There are three things that will endure—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love. 

LOVE – THE MARK OF REAL MATURITY
1 Corinthians 13

· The mark of the mature believer is the manifestation of christ love.

· The more excellent way [12.31] is to use the gifts (charismata) that God has given with a heart that over-flows with AGAPE love.

THE FIRST PLACE OF LOVE  (1-3)
A GIFT MANIFESTED WITHOUT LOVE IS WORTHLESS
· “If…” 4x - “But do not have love…” 3x

· Men will gladly live and die for the “Cause” of Christianity
· Few are willing to live the principle and lifestyle of love Christ professed and commanded. (John 13.35)
THE FLAVORS OF LOVE  (4-7)
Think of these as a way to check your “Love Meter” and Gauge Your Maturity
***NOTE:  Place yourself in a circle and focus on yourself, rather than anyone else.  

LOVE IS…

· Patient – long tempered, not a short fuse
· Kind – Gentle toward others, considerate, 
· Not Jealous – envious of other’s blessings

· Not Boastful – drawing attention to yourself

· Not Arrogant –Pride-filled, looking down on
· Not Rude – Highlights: Goofus and Gallant
· Not Self-seeking – me first, my needs, wants…
· Not Irritable – angry, easy trigger, claws out
· Not Recorder of Wrongs – keeping the ledger
· Doesn’t Rejoice in Wrong – celebrate sin
· Rejoices in the Truth

LOVE...
BEARS…BELIEVES…HOPES…ENDURES… ALL THINGS!
The measure of the various other gifts might have read pretty high in Corinth.  The manifestations of the Spirit might have garnered the spot-light.  However, the gauge that measured the love within the community was reading empty, and therefore all of what they had in the other gifts was in vain. 

THE FOREVER OF LOVE  (8)

Love will never cease…everything else will become unnecessary.

(Paul makes specific mention of the gifts the Corinthians struggled most with.


--Prophecy


--Tongues



--Wisdom

Our knowledge and wisdom is temporal, fragmentary and partial.  Only as we mature will we grow in understanding and knowledge.
SOME FINAL THOUGHTS  (9-13)

· We were all once children, but the expectation is that we would grow up, mature, draw closer to a clear reflection of the Lord Jesus Christ in our lives, actions, attitudes, etc…

· The immature believer would say, see how mature I am by the special things I can do.

· Like a little child calling out, “Mommy, see what I can do!  Look at me!”
· The Mature believer would say, see how mature I am by the depth of Love I express.

· Actually, the mature believer would never say “look at me” but look at Him in me.
INVITATION
· Do you know personally the Love of Jesus Christ?

· Are you expressing real love among the community of faith, your family?

· Understanding the measure of love, what does your love meter read?

· If you can think of nothing else to pray, pray for the love and community to increase here
Things Changed for the Church at Corinth:

2 Corinthians 3:2-3 - But the only letter of recommendation we need is you yourselves! Your lives are a letter written in our hearts, and everyone can read it and recognize our good work among you. Clearly, you are a letter from Christ prepared by us. It is written not with pen and ink, but with the Spirit of the living God. It is carved not on stone, but on human hearts. 
NOTE: The gifts of tongues, prophesy, faith and even generosity or martyrdom are flashy and draw attention, but the gift we should be praying for true manifestation of is the gift of real-Christ-Love.  


I met a woman who was praying for, and asked me to pray with her so she could speak in tongues.  I think Paul’s encouragement would be: Pray first that God would enable you to love like Christ loved.





Review on screen








The Corinthian Context


They had been impatient and unkind (ch.3)


They had believed that they had much to be proud of and to boast in…they were enlightened, but Paul reveals that their boasting and pride was wasted arrogance.  (ch. 4)


Rudeness and self-seeking were apparent even when coming together for fellowship and worship as one ate while others went hungry.  (11.17-21)


Anger was rampant and often ended up in the eyes of the public courts because they clearly kept a record of wrongs and offenses (ch. 6)


The Corinthians delighted in certain evils anyway and did not focus on the truth in some circumstances.  (5.1-2; 6.15, 20)


In just these few verses Paul illustrates that the Corinthian church is: Impatient, Proud, Unkind, Rude, Envious, Self-Seeking, Boastful, Easily Angered, Vengeful, Encouraging Immorality, Rejecting the Truth, Stumbling blocks to others, Untrusting, and denying even the resurrection (ch. 15)  Clearly a church with significant health issues.





Everything I Needed to Know


I Learned in Kindergarten











