CONSTRUCTING COMMUNITY - Total Body Function

Ephesians 4:11-16
He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ, until we come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ. Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe because someone has told us something different or because someone has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth. Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. 


· We have looked at the Command to Love One Another (John 13)

· We have looked at the Particulars of that Love (1 Cor. 13)

· Today We Look at the “How of Loving One Another” (1 Peter 4.8-11)
· Jesus Christ Said to Love “as He had loved…”  Let’s look at that
I Peter 4:7 (Sets the context and urgency) – The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in your prayers. 

1 Peter 4:8-11
Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a multitude of sins. Cheerfully share your home with those who need a meal or a place to stay. God has given gifts to each of you from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Manage [use] them well so that God's generosity can flow through you. 
Are you called to be a speaker? Then speak as though God himself were speaking through you. Are you called to help others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then God will be given glory in everything through Jesus Christ. All glory and power belong to him forever and ever. Amen. 
THE perspective – The End of the World is Coming!! (7)
· Notice the “Therefore” – 

· Be Earnest – serious and intent
· Be Disciplined – exercising self control over all things
· Be Praying

The PATTERN – Loving like Jesus Loves  


[A Letter from Jesus]
· How did Jesus Love His Followers? (John 13, 14, 15)

· Loved them to the End – in view of the cross
(13.1)
· Loved them knowing their imperfections 

(13.2)
· Loved them by Serving them


(13.3-17)
· Loved them by Sending the Spirit

(14.16-18)
· Loved them by Laying down His Life

(15.13) 

[Corrie Ten Boom]
THE PATH
· Above All, Most Important

· Show Deep Love For Each Other
· Let Love Cover a Multitude of Sins

· Cheerfully Share What You Have

· Faithfully Use Your Gifts in God’s Service to others

· Do All of this in the Strength that God Provides

· LET GOD GET THE GLORY…BECAUSE IT BELONGS TO HIM

A Letter from Jesus

   I had to write to tell you how much I love you and care for you. Yesterday, I saw you walking and laughing with your friends; I hoped that soon you'd want me to walk along with you, too. So, I painted you a sunset to close your day and whispered a cool breeze to refresh you. I waited -- you never called -- I just kept on loving you. 

   As I watched you fall asleep last night, I wanted to touch you. I spilled moonlight onto your face -- trickling down your cheeks as so many tears have. You didn't even think of Me; I wanted so much to comfort you. 

   The next day I exploded a brilliant sunrise into glorious morning for you. But you woke up late and rushed off to work -- you didn't even notice. My sky became cloudy and My tears were the rain. 

   I love you, oh, if you'd only listen. I really love you. I try to say it in the quiet of the green meadow and in the blue sky. The wind whispers My love throughout the treetops and spills it into the vibrant colors of all the flowers. I shout it to you in the thunder of the great waterfalls and compose love songs for birds to sing for you. I warm you with the clothing of My sunshine and perfume the air with nature's sweet scent. My love for you is deeper than any ocean and greater than any need in your heart. If you'd only realize how I care. 

   My Dad sends His love. I want you to meet Him -- He cares, too. Fathers are just that way. So, please; call on Me soon. No matter how long it takes, I'll wait -- because I love you. (Your Friend, Jesus) 

See:  John 15:15; Rom 8:38-39

Corrie Ten Boom shares this true story in her book, The Hiding Place: 

   It was a church service in Munich that I saw him, the former S.S. man who had stood guard at the shower room door in the processing center at Ravensbruck. He was the first of our actual jailers that I had seen since that time. And suddenly it was all there -- the roomful of mocking men, the heaps of clothing, Betsie's pain-blanched face. 

   He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing. "How grateful I am for your message, Fraulein," he said. "To think that, as you say, He has washed my sins away!" 

   His hand was thrust out to shake mine. And I, who had preached so often to the people in Bloemendaal the need to forgive, kept my hand at my side. 

   Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of them. Jesus Christ had died for this man; was I going to ask for more? Lord Jesus, I prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him. 

   I tried to smile, I struggled to raise my hand. I could not. I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or charity. And so again I breathed a silent prayer. Jesus, I cannot forgive him. Give me Your forgiveness. 

   As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened. From my shoulder along my arm and through my hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, while into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost overwhelmed me. 

   And so I discovered that it is not on our forgiveness any more than on our goodness that the world's healing hinges, but on His. When He tells us to love our enemies, He gives, along with the command, the love itself. 

See:  Luke 6:27; 1 John 4:7
Invitation Illustration – He Came Looking for Us
   In a testimony an evangelist one time described his mother as being love personified. As a boy he found her sitting at the table with an old tramp one day. Apparently she had gone shopping, met the tramp along the way, and invited him home for a warm meal. During the conversation the tramp said, "I wish there were more people like you in the world." Whereupon his mother replied, "Oh, there are. But you must look for them." The old man simply shook his head, saying. "But, lady, I didn't need to look for you. You looked for me." When that mother reflected her Christian kindness toward the tramp she did something more than simply offer him welfare. It was a compassion that went out of its way to love the unlovely. And that's the story of our Savior's life, death and resurrection. He came looking for us in the sick, the maimed, the lame, the bruised, the broken hearted, the wretched wanderer, the poor and forgotten, the prisoner, and the lonely rich. Has he found you? 

See:  Matt 15:30; Luke 4:18; Luke 19:10

Think about wedding vows and the instructions given in marriage.








