CONSTRUCTING COMMUNITY
Total Body Function

· What is God’s plan for the church?

· What is a healthy church?

· What is expected of ALL believers?

· What makes a church a dynamic witness?

“Before we focus in on building a building we need to build the body.”

The One Anothers of the Bible

The Epistles (not the wives of the apostles) give many exhortations concerning our MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY toward “one another.”

( Allelon – used 40 times regarding our mutual responsibilities
(These principles have the power to dynamically transform the way we “do church” and have a measurable IMPACT  on our ministry and community.

(When we learn and APPLY these principles the effect on our relationship and beyond the walls will be amazing.  However, each part must FUNCTION AS DESIGNED.
Ephesians 4:11-16 (NLT) 
11 He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 
12 Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ, 
13 until we come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ. 
14 Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe because someone has told us something different or because someone has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth. 
15 Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 
16 Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. 
Spiritual Warfare – Be Prepared
· We are going to be at war as we apply and practice these truths.

One Anothers of the Flesh Vs. One Anothers of the Spirit
(Remember the Two Dogs that are at War?
(See List of Various Scriptures

(Do you see the effects, either positive or negative, that these have?

(Have you experienced either side in your journey?

our Responsibility

· Live by the Spirit (Feed the right dog)

· Keep in Step with the Spirit

· Practice the One Anothers
· Obey God’s Word
· Not – if you feel like it
· Not – if it’s convenient
· Not – if it fits your personality
Have you ever asked, “what is God’s will for me?”  Here are clear directions for ALL believers that are given in His Word.  Be committed to the One Anothers of the Spirit and avoid the One Anothers of the flesh.

His Empower-Ability

It is not possible in just human ability and determination to perform spiritual tasks.

· Be One (John 17.20-21)

· Be Filled (Ephesians 3.16-19)

· Be Thankful (Ephesians 3.20-21)

· IT’S ALL ABOUT HIM!!
What Now?
· What will this series mean for the church?  For You?

· What needs to be different in you based on what you’ve heard?

· What do you understand now about God’s will for you and your church?
reviewing the Sinful ActIONs

LUST - Romans 1:27 (NLT) 
27 And the men burned with lust for each other

JUDGMENT - Romans 14:13 (NLT) 
13 So don't condemn each other anymore. Decide instead to live in such a way that you will not put an obstacle in another Christian's path. 
DESTROYING OTHERS - Galatians 5:15 (NLT) 

(Gossip, Talebearing)

CONCEIT, CONTENTIOUS, JEALOUS - Galatians 5:26 (NLT) 

DISHONESTY - Colossians 3:9 (NLT) 
9 Don't lie to each other
HATRED - Titus 3:3 (NLT) 
3 We hated others, and they hated us. 

CRITICISM, CONDEMNATION - James 4:11 (NLT) 

(CUTTING DOWN)
11 Don't speak evil against each other
GRUMBLING - James 5:9 (NLT) 



(COMPLAINING)
9 Don't grumble about each other
renewing the SPIRIT (FRUITFUL) ACTIONS 

COMMUNITY - Romans 12:5 (NLT) 
5 so it is with Christ's body. We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others. 

LOVE - Romans 12:10 (NLT) 
10 Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. 

HARMONY - Romans 12:16 (NLT) 
16 Live in harmony with each other.
ACCEPTANCE - Romans 15:7 (NLT) 
7 So accept each other just as Christ has accepted you; then God will be glorified. 

CARING - 1 Corinthians 12:25 (NLT) 
25 This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for each other equally. 

SHARING - Galatians 6:2 (NLT) 
2 Share each other's troubles and problems, and in this way obey the law of Christ. 

PATIENCE - Ephesians 4:2 (NLT) 
2 Be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other's faults because of your love. 

KINDNESS - Ephesians 4:32 (NLT) 
32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you. 

SUBMISSION - Ephesians 5:21 (NLT) 
21 And further, you will submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

COMFORT AND ENCOURAGE - 1 Thessalonians 4:18 (NLT) 
18 So comfort and encourage each other with these words.
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