GOING OUT ON A LIMB FOR JESUS

Luke 19:1-10
Children’s Moment – Zach’s Story Dramatized
Zaccheus was a wee little man,
A wee little man was he,
He climbed up in a sycamore tree
For the Lord he wanted to see;
And as the Savior passed that way,
He looked up in the tree,
And He said, “Zacchaeus, you come down,
For I’m going to your house today,
For I’m going to your house today.
_________________________________________________________________
(Special Music– THE ANCHOR HOLDS – Tammy Farmer
Sermon - 
ZACH: THE PROFILE OF A NORMAL GUY
· None of us Really Measures Up
· I picture Danny DeVito when I think of Zach

I heard about a guy when went to the doctor’s office for a physical. The nurse asked him his weight and he said, “170 pounds.” She had him step on the scales and she said, “You weigh 200 pounds.” The nurse asked, “How tall are you?” He said, “Six feet.” She measured him and said, “You are actually five feet, nine inches.” She started taking his blood pressure and he said, “How can you expect my blood pressure to be normal? I came in here as a tall, slender guy, and you’ve already made me short and fat!”
· Marks on Door Frame…We grow but we won’t Reach the Mark

· Romans 3.23…for all have sinned…AND FALL SHORT…

· God’s mark is a million miles above the highest mark of man.
· He was Desperately Seeking Something
· Zach was Wealthy…but Wanting – something was missing
· Only Desperate People Run…Not dignified
· Only Children Climb Trees…not Grown Ups
Zach had an itch in his heart all his wealth couldn’t scratch. He probably didn’t even know what he needed. He just knew he desperately needed something. When he heard Jesus was in town, he was hoping Jesus might have the solution to his problem. He didn’t know it, but he was looking for God.  Are you like Zach? Are you desperately looking for something and you don’t even know what it is? Jesus is here today, and He can be the end of your search.

(Video Clip – “I was Blind, but now I see”


JESUS (star of the drama): THE PURPOSE OF A LOVING GOD 
We see ourselves in Zacchaeus. We’ve all been there, and some of you are still there, searching for God. The good news is while you are searching for God, He is searching for you.  In Luke 19, Jesus is on the way to Jerusalem to die for the sins of the world. He would be arrested and crucified just a few days after He visited Jericho. But on His way to the cross, He stopped in Jericho to seek out a couple of guys–a blind man named Bartimaeus and a short tax collector named Zacchaeus. Why? Because those guys were desperately seeking God. 
· He Knows You
· Notice: Jesus Calls Zach by Name

· He had probably been called less than complimentary names
· The Importance of Name Tags – Hello, My Name is…
· We Don’t need a Name Tag with Jesus
· Isaiah 43:1 - But now, O Israel, the LORD who created you says: "Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. I have called you by name; you are mine. 

· He Knows What You Need–A Relationship
· Notice: Jesus Calls Zach to Himself – 

· “Zaccheus, come down”

· I wonder what the crowd thought – Finally, He’s in for it.

· They were astounded that Jesus went to eat with him.

· He Wants to be Your Friend
· Jesus could have Condemned Zaccheus – Sinner, Repent!
· Jesus could have Ordered Zaccheus to Change – Give it all back!
· Jesus probably sat to eat and talk with Zaccheus – 
· “Zach, Tell me about your job…”

· He sees you not as you are–but as who you can become
· The Name Zacchaeus means “PURE”

· Everyone else saw the filth of Sin, but Jesus saw a man who’s life could change and whose sin stains could be erased.

At the tree, Jesus didn’t say, “Zach, you’re a thief. Now, after repent and pay back what you owe to these people, with interest and penalties, then I’ll come to your house and eat with you.” Instead, Jesus said, “Come one, let’s get to know each other, and once you get to know me, you’ll see yourself in a different light and you’ll want to make some changes.”  Jesus says the same to you today. You’ve made mistakes, there is sin in your life. Jesus is here today to lovingly point His finger at you and say, “I came to seek and to save you. C’mon, let’s become friends.”

Let’s Review:

· He is with you in the Storms of your life

· He Touches the Untouchable

· He sees us out on a limb and calls us as we are

INVITATION
· Some of you are Climbing up in a Tree…Meet Jesus Today

· You don’t Measure UP

· You are ashamed

· No one can accept you

· But—Jesus is calling your name…YOUR NAME…
· Some need to play the part of the Tree…Help them See Jesus

