
WHAT A DIFFERENCE JESUS MAKES

· Fall Into Jesus

· He Knows the Storms we Face
· He Touches the Untouchable – The Leper
· He Knows Who we are and What we can be - Zaccheus
· Today – He Changes our Entire Life in a Moment
Matthew 27:11-26

the View Inside a Prison Cell

· Sentenced to Die for Crimes He was Guilty of
· He hears the Shouts of the Crowds in the city – “Hosanna in the Highest!”

· A City filled with joy and anticipation, but a cell filled with sorrow.
· Can you imagine at all what it would be like to be totally without hope.
SOMETHING CHANGES IN THE AIR

· The Week was full of Whispers in the Community

· Perhaps he heard about the teachings and miracles
· Perhaps he heard the whispers that the Messiah may have come
· Don’t know that any of that mattered very much to Barabbas
· Then Something Sounds Different in the Air
· Instead of cheers and praise echoing there are angry shouts
· Now there seems to be hatred and rage resounding in the alleys
THE PRISON DOOR SWINGS OPEN

· It’s early to be time for the execution

· A New Prisoner is Brought into the Prison

· Stripped…Beaten…Bloodied…Broken – Not a King at all
· Then…he hears the name…Jesus…this is him???
· What did he see when he looked at Jesus…
THE TWO PRISONERS ARE BROUGHT OUT TOGETHER

· He’s brought out before the crowds

· Then he hears “Which do you want me to release?  Barabbas? Jesus?

· He might have thought that now, along with dying there would be humiliation
THE SHAKLES ARE TAKEN FROM HIM!!
· What was his reaction?
· The shackles are removed
· He is told he’s free to go
I don't know what Barrabbas did after being released, but let's imagine that he lingered around to see what would happen to Jesus. Perhaps he thought that Jesus would receive a lesser penalty.  Maybe he thought it was all some sick, twisted practical joke.
If Barabbas had stayed he would have seen

· Jesus getting the 39 lashes with the barbed whip of the Romans. 
· His stripes.
· The sign that they painted to hang on the cross as they crucified Him.
· His sign

· The cross as they brought it and laid it on His back
· His cross

· The mocking and jeering of the crowd, as they spit on him, dressed him as a king and stripped him bare

· His mocking and jeering.

The Roman soldier drop Jesus' bloody back against the hard wood of the cross and drive the nails deep in His hands and feet.  As blood poured from the wounds perhaps he even glanced at his own wrists realizing, "Those were my wounds."

· He would have also witnessed as Jesus died

· His death.

WHAT WOULD BARABBAS DO?

· Reject all he had seen and return to “life as usual”

· Recognize the sacrifice of Jesus and turned to Him

WHAT WILL YOU DO?
· Jesus getting the 39 lashes with the barbed whip of the Romans. 

· MY stripes.
· The sign that they painted to hang on the cross as they crucified Him.

· MY sign

· The cross as they brought it and laid it on His back
· MY cross

· The mocking and jeering of the crowd, as they spit on him, dressed him as a king and stripped him bare

· MY mocking and jeering.

Listen to what He said even as we drove the nails into His hands:


"Father, forgive them, they don't know what they are doing."
Jesus Christ died in our place demanding nothing at all, but desiring a response.  It's our choice whether we turn and deny Jesus, returning to the life He's drawing us from, a life of separation from Him, eternally. Or if we turn and witness the events of that day in our life, and we recognize and accept that He did indeed die in our place.

