GETTING A GRIP ON GRACE
“God’s Redeeming Grace”

Intro to the Series…Overwhelmed…weighed down…feel anything like this… (Picture of burdened car)
The answer that we are looking for is found in God’s grace…but how can we comprehend that which cannot be comprehended…to understand something that cannot be understood…

Hosea 3.1-2, 14:1-4

Intro:	Background on Hosea and Gomer – This is a REAL Testimony, not a Story!!!

I.	THE DEPTH OF GOD’S REDEEMING GRACE	(1)


II.	THE COST OF GOD’S REDEEMING GRACE		(2)	
A.  (
“You want a dime?  Everything I have is yours.”
)The cost to Hosea 
1. The Exorbitant Price of a Slave
2. Imagine what Gomer’s Response might have been.
B.  The cost to Christ was the cross at Calvary
1.  When he should have been ruling from a throne he was bleeding on a cross
2.  When he could have been judging he was weeping “Father forgive”
3.  When he could have demanded allegiance he merely asked for a relationship.
 (
"Were you a sinner before you received the Lord Jesus into your life?" inquired an old deacon. "Y
es, sir," she replied. "Well, are you still a sinner?" "To tell you the truth, I feel I'm a greater sinner than ever." "Then what real change have you experienced?" "I don't quite know how to explain it," she said, "except I used to be a sinner running AFT
ER sin, but now that I am saved I'm a sinner running FROM sin!"
)


III.	THE EFFECTS OF GOD’S REDEEMING GRACE  (3)
	Then I said to her, "You shall stay with me for many 
	days. You shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have 
	a man; so I will also be toward you."

A.  Commitment (for many days)
B.  Purity (you shall not play the harlot)
C.  Relationship (so I will also be toward you)

 (
Roy 
Riegles
 running the wrong way.
)IV.	THE HOPE OF GOD’S REDEEMING GRACE		(14.2-9)
A.  In spite of our disobedience - God Loves 
B.  In spite of our unfaithfulness - God loves
C.  In spite of our disrespect and irreverence - God loves
His Love Brings:
Healing		Refreshing		Renewal
Revival		Provision		Guidance
Protection		Forgiveness		

V.	THE INVITATION OF GOD’S GRACE			(14.1)

(Dr. Lee’s illustration of a friend from NOBTS The wife leaves for another man and then returns several times.   After she leaves the last time the wife winds up in the hospital dying.  She send for her husband and asks him to pray for her, and she receives Christ as savior.  She knows she is going to die and will not leave the hospital, he promises to pay the bills and stay with her till that time comes.  -That is GOD’S REDEEMING GRACE.


Hosea 3:1-5
1	Then the LORD said to me, "Go again, love a woman who is loved by her husband, yet an adulteress, even as the LORD loves the sons of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes."
2	So I bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a half of barley.
3	Then I said to her, "You shall stay with me for many days. You shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man; so I will also be toward you."

Hosea 14:1-9
1	Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for you have stumbled because of your iniquity.
2	Take words with you and return to the LORD. Say to Him, "Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously, that we may present the fruit of our lips.
3	"Assyria will not save us, we will not ride on horses; nor will we say again, 'Our god,' to the work of our hands; for in Thee the orphan finds mercy."
4	I will heal their apostasy, I will love them freely, for My anger has turned away from them.
5	I will be like the dew to Israel; He will blossom like the lily, and he will take root like the cedars of Lebanon.
6	His shoots will sprout, and his beauty will be like the olive tree, and his fragrance like the cedars of Lebanon.
7	Those who live in his shadow Will again raise grain, and they will blossom like the vine. His renown will be like the wine of Lebanon.
8	O Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols? It is I who answer and look after you. I am like a luxuriant cypress; from me comes your fruit.
9	Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is discerning, let him know them. For the ways of the LORD are right, and the righteous will walk in them, but transgressors will stumble in them.























Testimony of J. Wilbur Chapman of a man in his revival service.
"Hey, mister, can you give me a dime?" As soon as I saw his face I was shocked to see that it was my own father. I said, "Father, Father, do you know me?" Throwing his arms around me and with tears in his eyes, he said, "Oh my son, at last I've found you! I've found you. You want a dime? Everything I have is yours."


"You were working in the mine today. How did you get out of the pit?" 
   He answered, "The way I usually do; I got into the cage and was pulled to the top." "How much did you pay to come out of the pit?" "I didn't pay anything." "Weren't you afraid to trust yourself to that cage? Was it not too cheap?" The man replied, "Oh, no! It was cheap for me, but it cost the company a lot of money to sink that shaft." The man saw the light, that it was the infinite price paid by the Son of God for our salvation, which comes to us by faith and not by anything that we can do.


As Copernicus, the great astronomer, was dying, a copy of his great book, The Revolution of the Heavenly Bodies, was placed in his hands. But it was not his brilliant work that was on his mind. Instead he directed that the following epitaph be placed on his grave at Frauenburg: "O Lord, the faith thou didst give to St. Paul, I cannot ask; the mercy thou didst show to St. Peter, I dare not ask; but, Lord, the grace thou didst show unto the dying robber, that, Lord, show to me." There is no one who cannot come to God under those terms.


On New Year's Day, 1929, Georgia Tech played University of California in the Rose Bowl. In that game a man named Roy Riegels recovered a fumble for California. Somehow, he became confused and started running in the wrong direction. One of his teammates, Benny Lom, overtook and downed him sixty-five yards away, just before he scored for the opposing team.

  We take the ball and run in the wrong direction. We stumble and fall and are so ashamed of ourselves that we never want to try again. And God comes to us and bends over us in the person of His Son and says, "Get up and go on back; the game is only half over." That is the gospel of the grace of God. It is the gospel of a second chance, of a third chance, of the hundredth chance.


  In a book of illustrations on Old Testament texts, the story is told of a young girl who accepted Christ as her Savior and applied for membership in a local church. "Were you a sinner before you received the Lord Jesus into your life?" inquired an old deacon. "Yes, sir," she replied. "Well, are you still a sinner?" "To tell you the truth, I feel I'm a greater sinner than ever." "Then what real change have you experienced?" "I don't quite know how to explain it," she said, "except I used to be a sinner running AFTER sin, but now that I am saved I'm a sinner running FROM sin!" She was taken into the fellowship of the church, and proved by her bright and shining testimony that she was truly converted.


