GETTING A GRIP ON GRACE
God’s Revealed Grace
“MEET THE NEW YOU”- Understanding Our Identity in Christ
Hypnotist at the High School (dogs, chickens, monkeys, pigs)
 (
2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look, new things have come. 
)Believers want to act like saints, but find so often that they stumble around like sinners.  We “settle on” just “BEING OURSELVES” (whatever that means) The problem is that we don’t fully understand who we really are in Christ.  Your success in the Christian life and the path to Victorious Living starts with your understanding of your identity in Christ, and beyond understanding to believing what the Word of God says concerning the NEW YOU.

YOU ARE A NEW CREATION (2 Corinthians 5.17)
You have not been “changed” but re-created.  
It is not a spiritual renovation in your life, but a whole new construction of your life!
In understanding your identity in Christ you have to realize your position:
A. You are Deeply Loved
B. You are Completely Forgiven
C. You are Fully Pleasing
D. You are Totally Accepted
E.  (
Ephesians 2:10
For we are His creation—created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them. 
Ephesians 1:6 
T
o the praise of His glorious grace that He favored us with in the Beloved.
 
)You are Absolutely Complete

THE FAMILY TRAITS IN YOU
A. You ARE a Saint				(Harry Ironsides)
B. You ARE God’s Work of Art  (Eph. 2.10)      Workmanship=Poema – poem
 A man risked his life by swimming through the treacherous rip-tide to save a youngster from being swept out to sea.  After the child recovered from the harrowing experience, he thanked the man for his act of sacrifice. The man responded: "That's okay. Just make sure your life was worth saving."
C. You ARE Righteous and Holy
D. You ARE Totally Accepted  (Eph. 1.6)

Do You Feel Like This? Why do you think you might not feel this way?
Do You Find these things Difficult to Believe? Why do you think it’s so hard?
Would you be willing to TRUST…not understand…but simply trust God’s Word?

YOU ARE GOD’S “BUTTERFLY”
A. Caterpillar/Worm – Lost without Christ
Butterfly – Converted in Christ
No one would think to say, “Hey, look at that converted worm flying around the flowers.”  They see a new creature, a butterfly, gloriously transformed and essentially recreated into a new identity.
	Sin in the Believer’s New Life
1. Sin ISN’T Impossible in the New Life – We have the Freedom to Choose
2. Sin IS Inconsistent with the New Life – It is not what’s intended for us.
 (
2 Peter 2:7-8 
and if He rescued righteous Lot, distressed by the unrestrained behavior of the immoral 
8 
(for as he lived among them, that righteous man tormented himself day by day with the lawless deeds he saw and heard)— 
)Like a butterfly who only crawls around in the mud. - Unnatural

An Example of a Butterfly from Scripture – LOT
(1) Synopsis of Genesis 19 (Chose a place of sin, Incest with daughters)
(2) 2 Peter 2.7-8 – In God’s eyes Lot is a Righteous Man!!
(3) Silly – YES…Foolish—YES…Misguided—YES…Righteous—YES!!

KEYS TO LIVING WITH A NEW IDENTITY
The Witness protection program changes everything about a person, name, social security, location, occupation, in an effort to make you unrecognizable.  BUT…your identity remains the same…you are still you.  
A. Requires a New Birth – Salvation
B. Requires a New Life – Growth and Discipleship (Abiding)
C. Requires a New Perspective – Your Identity in Christ
