MISSION IMPERATIVE – ANSWERING THE CALL

“A Portrait of a Missionary”

Chorus:
If you can use anything, Lord, 



You can use me.



If you can use anything, Lord, 



You can use me.



Take my hands, Lord



And my feet



Touch my heart, Lord



Speak through me



If you can use anything, Lord, 



You can use me.

Acts 6:5; 6:8-15; 7:51-60

6:5 This idea pleased the whole group, and they chose the following: Stephen (a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of Antioch (a Gentile convert to the Jewish faith, who had now become a Christian). 

6:8 Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, performed amazing miracles and signs among the people. 
9 But one day some men from the Synagogue of Freed Slaves, as it was called, started to debate with him. They were Jews from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and the province of Asia. 
10 None of them was able to stand against the wisdom and Spirit by which Stephen spoke. 
11 So they persuaded some men to lie about Stephen, saying, "We heard him blaspheme Moses, and even God." 
12 Naturally, this roused the crowds, the elders, and the teachers of religious law. So they arrested Stephen and brought him before the high council. 
13 The lying witnesses said, "This man is always speaking against the Temple and against the law of Moses. 
14 We have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy the Temple and change the customs Moses handed down to us." 
15 At this point everyone in the council stared at Stephen because his face became as bright as an angel's.

7:51 "You stubborn people! You are heathen at heart and deaf to the truth. Must you forever resist the Holy Spirit? But your ancestors did, and so do you! 
52 Name one prophet your ancestors didn't persecute! They even killed the ones who predicted the coming of the Righteous One—the Messiah whom you betrayed and murdered. 
53 You deliberately disobeyed God's law, though you received it from the hands of angels." 
54 The Jewish leaders were infuriated by Stephen's accusation, and they shook their fists in rage. 
55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily upward into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God's right hand. 
56 And he told them, "Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of honor at God's right hand!" 
57 Then they put their hands over their ears, and drowning out his voice with their shouts, they rushed at him. 
58 They dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. The official witnesses took off their coats and laid them at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59 And as they stoned him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 
60 And he fell to his knees, shouting, "Lord, don't charge them with this sin!" And with that, he died.

Intro –
We have looked at the HOW of missions – 

Cooperative Program

We have considered the WHEN of missions – 
From the Beginning

We continue by exploring the WHO of missions – 
Believers Called by God

TELL ME THE STORY OF JESUS - VIDEO

Scripture gives a portrait of a missionary as we look at characteristics that were present in Stephen, the apostle.

I. LIMITED VOCABULARY

A. Talked only about JESUS

1. Didn’t spend a lot of time on himself

2. Didn’t spend a lot of time on his church

B. Talked only with the WORD



(Limited, but also Educated)

1. Not his opinions or educated guesses

2. What he had known personally and been taught doctrinally/Biblically
II. UNBALANCED LIFESTYLE 

A. We are always looking for “Balance” but what we really want is control.

1. We want to control our careers.

2. We want to control our choices.

3. We want to control our environments

B. Stephen was Unbalanced, but under the control of the Spirit.  

(Story of Two men in their fine sail boat and the WIND)

III. WILLING HEART

God needs people to say here I am, Lord
(Isaiah)

God needs people to “Go and Tell”

IV. TUNNEL VISION

A. As Stephen Looked through his eyes HE could only see Jesus

B. This enabled him to avoid the snares and entanglements we fall into

V. INCREDIBLE FAITH

A.  Unshaken

B.  Unbending
(Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego)

C.  Willing to die for the One Who gave him life.

· In Simplest Terms – A Missionary is One Committed to “Telling the Story of Jesus”

· This is the Only Story that will really Change Lives Radically  
[VIDEO Clip]
· This is the Only Story that Leads to Eternal Life


[VIDEO Clip]

INV.
If you are here and you want to know for sure that you will go to heaven when 
you die, will you please come during this song and someone will speak with you and help you.

If you have trusted Jesus Christ as your savior, but you have not stood before His 

church to make that known publicly will you come.  I will stand with you and we can make that profession together.

You know, I may never preach another mission sermon.  You might never hear 

another preacher call you to make a decision about answering God’s call.  BUT GOD WILL NEVER STOP CALLING YOU TO HIS SERVICE!!!  Why not answer today, “Here I am, Lord…I’ll go.”

WE WANT SAFETY








