A LIFE-CHANGING BEST-SELLER

Video: The Way it Ought to Be

I. THE WORD OF GOD IS UNLIMITED

2 Timothy 2:9 (NLT) 
9 And because I preach this Good News, I am suffering and 
have been chained like a criminal. But the word of God 
cannot be chained.
When Paul said: “JESUS IS GOD…JESUS IS HUMAN”
· He angered the Jews – Blasphemy – But some were saved  (1 Cor. 1.24)
· 1 Corinthians 1:24 -But to those called by God to salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the mighty power of God and the wonderful wisdom of God.

· He angered the Romans - the emperor is their deity – but some were saved (Php. 4.22)

· Philippians 4:22 - And all the other Christians send their greetings, too, especially those who work in Caesar's palace.

· He angered the Greeks – Divinity can’t touch humanity – but some were saved (Acts 11.20-21)
· Acts 11:20-21 - However, some of the believers who went to Antioch from Cyprus and Cyrene began preaching to Gentiles about the Lord Jesus. The power of the Lord was upon them, and large numbers of these Gentiles believed and turned to the Lord.
· Have you ever thought that where you are is not a “Bible-Friendly” environment?
· Have you wondered how God’s Word could ever possibly make a difference?

· Consider Paul’s experience…God’s Word is not limited as we are.
II. THE WORD OF GOD IS PURPOSEFUL

Hebrews 4:12 (NLT) 
12 For the word of God is full of living power. It is sharper than the sharpest knife, cutting deep into our innermost thoughts and desires. It exposes us for what we really are.
· The Bible Reveals Who we are…and Who we are Not  (Ps. 119-any part)
· It works past our excuses to reveal our sin 
· It slices beyond our meager defenses to reveal the truth of our hearts
· It penetrates beyond our self-pity to show us who and whose we are.
· The Bible Instructs us the Areas of our life that Need to be Changed
· It is the instruction book for…

· Life (The Owners Manual for God’s Creation)

· Relationships (Marriages, Friendships, even relating to enemies)

· Self-Improvement (Dozens upon dozens of books on the shelves)
· Financial Management
III. THE WORD OF GOD IS ETERNAL

1 Peter 1:23-25 (NLT) 
23 For you have been born again. Your new life did not come from your 
earthly parents because the life they gave you will end in death. But this 
new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word 
of God.  24 As the prophet says, "People are like grass that dies away; their 
beauty fades as quickly as the beauty of wildflowers. The grass withers, 
and the flowers fall away. 25 But the word of the Lord will last forever." 
And that word is the Good News that was preached to you.
IV. THE WORD OF GOD IS CAPABLE

1 Thessalonians 2:13 (NLT) 
13 And we will never stop thanking God that when we preached his message to you, you didn't think of the words we spoke as being just our own. You accepted what we said as the very word of God—which, of course, it was. And this word continues to work in you who believe.
Consider the LOGOS of God – The Word
John 1:1-5 - 1 In the beginning the Word already existed. He was with God, and he was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 He created everything there is. Nothing exists that he didn't make. 4 Life itself was in him, and this life gives light to everyone. 5 The light shines through the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.
· God’s Word Accomplishes what it’s Purposed For
· Salvation of the Lost
· Transformation of the Believer
· Correction of the Back-Slidden

· Connection of the Drifting
V. THE WORD OF GOD IS RELIABLE

Proverbs 30:5-6 - 5 Every word of God proves true. He defends all who come to him for protection. 6 Do not add to his words, or he may rebuke you, and you will be found a liar.
· God’s Word brought me back Home

· God’s Word Stands the tests of time

What Will Your Resolution Look Like? RESOLVE TO…
A. Read it 
B. Study it 
C. Meditate Upon it 
D. Memorize It 

E. Live it 

F. Share it 

When reading the Bible ask:
• Is there an example to follow? 
• Is there a sin to avoid? 
• Is there a promise to claim? 
• Is there a command to obey? 
• Is there a challenge to face? 
• What do I need to do, and when?

Invitation

· Salvation comes through the Word of God

· Romans 10.12-17

· Make a Commitment to Reading through the Entire Bible this year.

· Read through the whole Bible

· Read through the New Testament or the Old Testament 
· Listen to the Bible on Tape or CD
· The KEY is to Get in God’s Word…The Best Seller of all Time!
  The Bible? 


That's the Book. 


   The Book indeed, 


   The Book of books; 


   On which who looks, 


   As he should do, aright, 


   Shall never need 


   Wish for a better light 


   To guide him in the night. 


      George Herbert (1593-1633)





Becoming a Christian was hard…we learned that we really are like onions, with many layers.  Deal with one thing and discover that there are others beneath the surface.





Some people come to the Bible or to any work of great literature without the capacity to understand what is in it. They are like a person who comes to a well for a drink of water, only to find that there is no bucket to draw the water out of the well. When people say, "I didn't get anything out of the Bible" or out of the lesson or out of the sermon, it is quite possible that they came without the necessary equipment. 








