“PUTTING ON THE BELT OF TRUTH”

Ephesians 6:14

(Today we begin to look at the pieces of the Spiritual Armor of our Spiritual Warfare.

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BELT OF TRUTH

The belt/girdle is the foundational element in the soldier armor.  Every other piece of armor will in one way or another connect to the belt.  With out the belt it would be impossible for the soldier to stand in the battle.  

Describe the belt’s construction and purpose.


(Gives Strength, Integrity, and Endurance to the wearer.  (Sam’s Club)

II.
WHAT IS TRUTH?
(John 18-37-38)

Pilate therefore said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus 

answered, "You say {correctly} that I am a king. For this I have 

been born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear 

witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My 

voice."

Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, 

he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, "I find no guilt 

in Him.

A. The great search for knowledge and wisdom/Pholosophy.

B. Truth defined:  

truth   1.  Conformity to fact or actuality.  
2.  A statement proven to be or accepted as true.

3.
Sincerity; integrity; Reality; actuality.
4.  Fidelity to an original or a standard.

5.
God.

III. THE TRUTHS BY WHICH WE STAND

Since the devil is our enemy and he is called the Father of all lies, it is imperative that we know what we believe to be true.  “you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

A.  The Characteristics of Truth Identified by Paul

Paul uses the word “truth” 12x to Timothy in the letters  (Paul’s usage: 12/48 or 1/4th)

(To get an idea how significant these passages are Paul only uses ‘truth’ 10 time in both letter to the troubled church at Corinth.  Obviously it was crucial for Timothy to understand the significance of the “Truth”.  Remember, Timothy was the pastor at Ephesus. (1T 1.3)

1.     The truth can be known.  



(1T 2.4)

2.     The truth can be taught.  



(1T 2.7)


3.     Proclaiming the truth is the purpose of the church.  
(1T 3.15)

4. We can be deprived of the truth.  


(1T 6.5)

5. The truth is found in the Word of God  

(2T 2.15)

6. We can know the truth and yet go astray.  

(2T 2.18)

7. The truth is a source of correction.  


(2T 2.25)

8. Truth may be rejected and opposed  

(2T 3.8)

9. Truth will be turned away from by some  

(2T 4.4)
B.  The Truths on Which we Stand

1. The truth of the Scriptures

a. Completely without error.

b. Completely trustworthy and true.

2. The truths about Jesus Christ.  “Apostle’s Creed”

a. INCARNATION—He is Emmanuel—The God-Man

b. REDEMPTION—Crucified for the penalty of my sin 

c. RESURRECTION—Raised from the dead

d. ASCENSION—He returned to heaven as our mediator

e. SECOND COMING—He’s coming again to receive us.

3. The truth of our Victory over the devil.

The devil is already a defeated foe…though strong and cunning he knows his time is limited.

INV.
You’ve been “beat up” by the devil for sometime because you’ve not been firm in your belief in the truths, or perhaps you have completely rejected or strayed from the truth.  Today, through the Holy Spirit, Jesus is calling you to a firm commitment in the truth and reassuring you that indeed the “truth will set you free” from the defeat you’ve been experiencing.  Come this morning and commit/recommit yourself to wearing the belt of truth as part of your Spiritual Armor.  This means that everyday you will come to the source of truth and ask God to give you strength and endurance through the power of His truth.
