BOOT CAMP - Basic Training in Spiritual Warfare 

Our Need in the Battle –Strength
Ephesians 6.10-13
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might. 
11 Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 

Our Three Responsibilities in the Warfare
· Know our Enemy (next week)
· Suit Up Fully (begins the week after next)
· Stand in the Strength of God (this week)
“Finally” - refers back to the previous chapters:  A CAR AND A MAP

The first three chapters of Ephesians is a look at the car; it's engine, it's performance--the last three chapters are a road map for the car to follow.  The Christian who endeavors to live by the standards established in the Letter to the Ephesians invites conflict upon them self because of the nature of the system of the world.  We are going to produce friction both on the physical plane, and definitely on the spiritual plane.  People who are striving to live by the principles of Ephesians 4-6 are going to encounter Spiritual conflict as the enemy comes against them.

-if you are not experiencing conflict maybe you are not even in the battle.
Our Need in the Battle - God's Strength
(v. 10)  (cf. Josh 1.1-10)
-Have you ever been asked to do something you can’t do?

+Ministers quit the ministry

+Spouses leave the marriage

+Children commit suicide

+Christians "retire" from service

SEE WORD STUDY ARTICLES AND NOTES BELOW

We cannot stand in the battle on our own power
Many have tried only to find themselves defeated, struggling to drag themselves back to the cross, beaten because they tried to take on the devil and his armies alone without the strength and might of God.


Our strength for the battle must come from the Lord in the quiet peaceful 


time we spend alone in His presence each day.

  
Our strength for the battle is a Spiritual strength, not a physical strength.

  
Our strength and courage comes from the knowledge that God is our 


Father, and He will fight for us, and will protect us from the "Bully".

Isaiah 40:25-31

"To whom then will you liken me that I should be {his} equal?" says the Holy One.

Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these {stars,} the One who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all by name; because of the greatness of His might and the strength of {His} power not one {of them} is missing.  Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD, and the justice due me escapes the notice of my God"?  Do you not know? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.

He gives strength to the weary, and to {him who} lacks might He increases power.

Though youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly,

Yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; they will mount up {with} wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.

I  
The Person of Power- 

God

II. 
The Position of Power- 

Waiting

III.  
The Purpose of the Power- 
walk, run, soar – stand firm

BE STRONG IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD

Deut 20:3-4

"And he shall say to them, `Hear, O Israel, you are approaching the battle against your enemies today. Do not be fainthearted. Do not be afraid, or panic, or tremble before them, for the LORD your God is the one who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.'

2 Cor 12:9-10

And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." 
Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.   (NAS)

Phil 4:13

I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.   (NAS)

BE STRONG - endunamoo (en-doo-nam-o'-o);  



DYNAMIC
[derived from the word dunamis—dynamite—literally be endowed with dynamic strength.]

In the Strength/Power - kratos (krat'-os);  



DIVINE
[This word refers exclusively to the divine/sovereign power of God]

Of His MIGHT - ischus (is-khoos');




DELIBERATE
[this word refers to the active purposeful power of God at work deliberately]
Josh 1:1-9


1	Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' servant, saying,


2	"Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel.


3	"Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses.


4	"From the wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun, will be your territory.


5	"No man will {be able to} stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.


6	"Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.


7	"Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go.


8	"This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.


9	"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go."


(NAS)





Dynamic Strength – 		dunamis


Divine Strength – 			kratos


Deliberate Strength - 		ischus





What do we substitute for real power?


RELIGION


SELF-EFFORT


POSITIVE THINKING


DENIAL








