BOOT CAMP: BASIC TRAINING FOR SPIRITUAL WARFARE
“Take Up the Shield of Faith”

Ephesians 6.16

Review: 1 Peter 5:8-11


The War is Serious


Be of sober {spirit,} be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

The Weapons are Spiritual 

But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.

The Winner is Secured

And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen {and} establish you. To Him {be} dominion forever and ever. Amen.

THE SHIELD OF FAITH

Ephesians 6:16

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SHIELD

A. “In Addition to all”  

i. Along with all this…

ii. Affecting all that we’ve discussed to this point.

iii. DON’T LEAVE THIS OUT!!!
B. Constructed

i. Large – like a door – Able to hide behind

ii. Brass and Wood

iii. Covered with Hide


II. THE FIREY MISSLES OF THE EVIL ONE
A. Doubt – No one really cares or sees
B. Discouragement – I might as well quit
C. Disobedience – I’m not budging from here
D. Defeat – O Lord, I’m broken up again.
III. THE SECURITY OF FAITH

1.  Faith involves ASSURANCE and CONVICTION

2. Faith has as it’s Object THINGS NOT SEEN.

( Ask, “Why is FAITH such a struggle for me?”

-Afraid God won’t come through this time.
-Bitterness takes up too much space.

-Too proud to recognize need for God

-Could God possibly care for me?

Lesson One – Faith is like a Muscle that must be exercised or it will atrophy.

Lesson Two – Faith is like a Sunrise, fresh every morning, filled with opportunities.
Flaming Arrows – Firey Darts


Arrows dipped in pitch then lit on fire and hurled at the enemy.  A scary position for the oncoming forces…hence the size of the shield and the covering in hide.





The day I threw my licensing certificate in the dumpster.











