BOOT CAMP – PREPARING FOR SPIRITUAL WARFARE

THE ARMOR OF GOD

The Breast Plate of Righteousness

Ephesians 6:14b

· The War is Real

· The Enemy is Cunning

· The Weapons are Available

· The Strength and Victory are the Lord’s

· The Belt of Truth

· Connects all the other pieces of the armor

· Aligns all the other pieces of the Armor

· Supports the soldier in the midst of the struggle

Description of the Breastplate (thorax)

· Ribbed like the body of an Armadillo

· Lightweight and flexible, yet extremely strong and protective

I. THE BREASTPLATE OFFERS IDENTIFICATION

A. The Insignia of one’s Division Identifies the Roman Warriors

B. The Lifestyle and Choices identifies Spiritual Warriors

1. People can deny the authority of Scripture

2. People Don’t have to believe in Jesus

3. People CAN NOT refute the Change of Grace in a Life

a. Turned from Unrighteousness to Righteousness

b. Turned from selfishness to selflessness

c. Turned from Dead in Sin to Alive in Christ

II. THE BREASTPLATE OFFERS PROTECTION

A. The most important organs in the body are within the Chest cavity

It wouldn’t take much to damage this area of the body, and even the slightest wound in this area could lead to a bloody and quick death.  As a bow hunter we learn that the best shot to take is in this area because of the size of the target and the swiftness of the kill.

B. The Center of our Emotions and Life

1. Our Affections

2. Our Emotions

3. Our Responses

C. The Easiest Target for the Enemy

1. Our Words may not offer adequate Protection from the Enemy

2. Our Actions May not protect us from his Attack

3. A RIGHTEOUS Life he cannot destroy.

(I wish it hadn’t been a Breastplate of RIGHTEOUSNESS

· Church Membership



· Good Works

· Bible Study

· Worship Attendance

A Life Characterized by pursuit of righteousness and the avoiding un righteousness.

“Blessed are those who HUNGER and THIRST for RIGHTEOUSNESS…”


III. CALLED TO BE HOLY

A. Committed to Righteousness

B. Protected from Unrighteousness

Philippians 4:8  (Lazy Alligators)

Some time ago a scientific magazine published an article concerning a certain species of alligator. Being lazy beasts, they seldom hunt for their dinner but just wait for their unwary victims to come to them. They lie near the bank with open mouths, acting as if they are dead. Soon flies begin to light on their moist tongues, and several other insects gather. This crowd attracts bigger game. A lizard will crawl up to the alligator to feed on the bugs; then a frog joins the party. Presently a whole menagerie is there; then there is a sudden "earthquake" -- WHAM -- the giant jaws come together and the party is over! Here's the lesson: don't be lured by large groups of people. Remember, the crown is always found on the "broad way." The "narrow way" of life admits only individuals, one by one. Most people take the easy, downward path. You as a Christian must follow Jesus on the upward road; it is the only safe way. 

See:  Matt 7:13-14

The Difference a Life of Righteousness Can Make

   Max Jukes lived in New York. He did not believe in Christ or in Christian training. He refused to take his children to church, even when they asked to go. He has had 1,026 descendants; 300 were sent to prison for an average term of thirteen years; 190 were public prostitutes; 680 were admitted alcoholics. His family, thus far, has cost the state in excess of $420,000. They made no contribution to society. 

   Jonathan Edwards lived in the same state, at the same time as Jukes. He loved the Lord and saw that his children were in church every Sunday, as he served the Lord to the best of his ability. He has had 929 descendants, and of these 430 were ministers; 86 became university professors; 13 became university presidents; 75 authored good books; 7 were elected to the United States Congress. One was vice president of his nation. His family never cost the state one cent but has contributed immeasurably to the life of plenty in this land today.

How can a young man keep his way 


(Ps 119.9)





The ribbed construction of the breastplate was ingenious, but small things could lead to the soldier’s defeat.  Likewise in your life…  


Daily confess…repent…and walk with Christ.





Tale of Two Men


Jukes & Edwards








