BOOT CAMP: BASIC TRAINING FOR SPIRITUAL WARFARE

 “Put on The Helmet of Salvation”

Review: 1 Peter 5:8-11


The War is Serious


Be of sober {spirit,} be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

The Weapons are Spiritual 

But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.

The Winner is Secured

And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen {and} establish you. To Him {be} dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 6:17a

And take the helmet of salvation

· Walking through Alltel Stadium and seeing the pictures of the decades of football…one picture caught me as a perfect way to open this message…a player on the field fifty some years ago and playing without a helmet.  Wouldn’t dream of doing that today.

· Another illustration is the idea that I would mount up on a few hundred pounds of steel and motoring down the highway without proper head protection.

· However, many of us enter the spiritual battlefield without having our helmet securely attached, and we find ourselves fearful…wondering…and shattered day by day.  It is critical that we have the helmet of salvation securely fastened to our heads.
I. A Look at The Helmet

A. Perikephalaia – Peri: around  Kephale: head
B. Most Expensive Piece of Equipment for the soldier – custom fit

C. Most Ornate Piece of Equipment for a soldier

II. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HELMET OF SALVATION

A.  Could Refer to A Ceremonial Helmet worn in celebration of victory.

i. Indication that our Victory is Already Complete in Christ
ii. The Promise that our Hope is not in Vain  (Romans 8)

iii. Protects our Vulnerable Minds
1. Devil’s Playground
2. Thoughts Through out the day
3. Glancing at temptation VS. Gazing at Temptation
4. By focusing on the knowledge of our salvation we can “resist”
III. THE WAY THE BATTLE COMES

A. First, You Give in to temptation.



( GIVE IN
B. Devil: “You Must not really be saved.”


( GIVE OUT
C. “It’s not worth it. Where’s the victory?  


( GIVE UP
i. Firey Darts



-Shield of Faith
ii. Give up on God’s Standards

-Breastplate of Righteousness
iii. False Beliefs



-Belt of Truth
iv. Quit Witnessing



-Footwear of the Gospel
INV.  So…

Are You Sure?

Be Saved!

Are You Secure?
Be Secure!

Are You Suited Up?
Be Serous!

Soldier’s Wardrobe


Belt – Foundation


Breastplate – Right Living


Footwear Preparation


I Lost my shoe in the mud at Andie’s school this past week…forgot to strap it on right.


Shield – Protection








