Basic Training in Spiritual Warfare Series 
#1 - The Reality of The War

2 Cor 10:3-4

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 
for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely 
powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

· If you could hear the bombs…
· The war we are in has eternal consequences
· My Goal is for you to see a glimpse of what you can’t see.
II Kings 6:15-17

Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early and gone out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the city. And his servant said to him, "Alas, my master! What shall we do?" So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them." Then Elisha prayed and said, "O LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see." And the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

(VIDEO CLIPS HERE – Tora…; Star Trek II)


I. BIBLICAL EVIDENCE

A. Evidence in the Bible
i. We see Satan’s Interference in the Garden
ii. We see Satan’s Interference in Job’s Life
iii. We see God is still in Control of the demons
iv. We Know that Jesus cast out Demons
v. We Know that The Apostles Cast out Demons
vi. The Revelation Reveals the Defeat of Hell’s Forces
II. COMTEMPORARY EVIDENCE

· More than the EXORCIST

· Science Fiction

*Beware of two extremes

-Demons are totally figments of our imagination

-Demons are Responsible for all bad things.

A. Excessive Rise in “Mental Illness”

B. Extreme Availability of Trash and Pornography

C. Explosion in Number of Cults and Other Religions

D. External Persecution against Christian Church

E. Unexplainable Acceptance of Deviant Behavior

F. Extraordinary Destruction of Family Values

G. Expressions of Hatred and Anger in Children

III. HOW THE ATTACKS COME IN PERSONAL LIFE

A. Voices – Like tapes in your mind

B. Visions – Replay past sins and images of evil

C. Deception – Believing a lie

D. Backsliding - Compromise/Tolerance

E. Physical and Mental Illness and Pain

F. Vivid - Thoughts and Imaginations

IV. ABOUT THE WARFARE

A. There is No Peace Treaty

B. It is the Battle of Light Vs. Darkness

C. Light will be Victorious

D. Warfare ALWAYS Has Casualties

E. It is a FIGHT TO THE DEATH for many

V. WHAT WE NEED TO DO – BASIC TRAINING (Eph. 6.10ff)

A. Get Real about the War – Stop Fooling Yourself

B. Get on God’s Team – Come to Faith in Christ

C. Stand Firm in God’s Strength – Not our own

D. Know our Enemy – Who he really is

E. Get Armed at God’s Armory - Daily

F. Get Ready for the Fight

Inv.  

1. Lost – Don’t let Satan keep you from Christ.

2. Saved – Satan is trying to steal your Joy and the abundant life Christ has promised you.

Disclaimer

Because this is our subject for the next several weeks you can fully expect that surprising things will come up to stand in your way and keep you from worship.  I pray for you and I urge you do not miss this series of messages.  If you must miss a week PLEASE get the DVD and watch it or download it online when it’s available.  We will be addressing some critical elements of Spiritual warfare in the next couple messages including an in depth look at our enemy and his tactics.  

Video Clip Ideas


A Sequence of clips from Tora Tora Tora that show the failure to heed the warning signs.


A clip from Star Trek II where Kirk failed to raise the shields even after being warned to do so.





Judg 9:23


Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech,   (NAS)





1 Sam 18:10


Now it came about on the next day that an evil spirit from God came mightily upon Saul, and he raved in the midst of the house, while David was playing {the harp} with his hand, as usual; and a spear {was} in Saul's hand.   (NAS)





Ephesians 6:10-18�10 Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might. �11 Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. �12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. �13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 








