SPIRITUAL WARFARE

“The Sword of the Spirit”

Ephesians 6:17b

“and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

REVIEW

(1) The War is Real

(2) The Enemy is Ruthless

(3) The Weapons are Reliable

a. The Belt of Truth – God’s Truth

b. The Breastplate of Righteousness-God’s Righteousness

c. The Footwear of the Gospel-Ready…Willing…and Able

d. The Shield of Faith-FAITH Big Enough…Strong Enough…

e. The Helmet of Salvation-Sure and Secure

(4)  The Victory is Realized


The Sword – More of a Dagger

1. For Fighting Close

2. Easily Wielded

3. Easily Carried

The Sword in Scripture:  (Miracle Book)
Hebrews 4:12-13

For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.


I. THE WORD SAYS  (Galatians 5.16-24)
A. I am not Obligated to Fulfill the needs of the flesh.

B. I am Free from the Power of Sin in my life.

C. I am Free from the Penalty of Sin in my Life

D. Greater is He that is in me than he that is in the World

II. THE SWORD IS USED TO…

A. Defend in a Time of Attack (Jesus facing Satan)
B. Comfort in a Time of Sorrow

C. Teach in a time of Instruction (2 Tim. 3.16-17)
D. Prevail in a Time of Conquest (witnessing)

III. FOR THE SWORD TO BE USEFUL

A. You must Keep it Close to your side.

B. You Must Keep it Sharp and Ready

C. You Must Keep yourself Skilled in “Swordmanship”
Thursday night AWANA Bible drills – 

I played along silently  and am proud to say 
that I won every time, but more than that I am

proud to say that our kids did a great job 

locating the verses in their Bibles.

Invitation:

The Miracle Book

The Bible is referred to in many different ways. We speak of it as God's Word, the Good Book, the Holy Scriptures, and the Sword of the Spirit. It is also known as the Book of books and the Living Word. Some call it simply THE Book, for nothing else seems necessary. It stands alone, towering above all other writings. 

Of the many titles given to the Bible, however, the one that is the most appropriate is God's Miracle Book. This is true for a number of reasons: 


1. It is miraculous in its origin — coming to us by divine inspiration. 
2. It is miraculous in its durability — outlasting the opposition of its critics and surviving the attempts of its enemies to exterminate it. 
3. It is miraculous in its results — transforming the lives of those who read and believe it. 
4. It is miraculous in its harmony — agreeing in all its parts, even though written over a period of 1600 years by about 40 different authors. 
5. It is miraculous in its message — telling of many occasions when God supernaturally intervened in the affairs of men to accomplish his redemptive purposes. 
6. It is miraculous in its preservation — maintaining its accuracy and reliability down through the centuries. 
Yes, the Bible is God's Miracle Book!   

A soldier who only had armor would be ineffective as a warrior if he didn’t have a sword.  EVERY piece of the armor, and the sword are needed for the battle.





Galatians 5:16-24�16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. �18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. �19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. �22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.








2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;  that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 








