He Gave Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:1-20
1 And now, dear brothers and sisters, I will write about the special abilities the Holy Spirit gives to each of us, for I must correct your misunderstandings about them.   

2 You know that when you were still pagans you were led astray and swept along in worshiping speechless idols.   3 So I want you to know how to discern what is truly from God: No one speaking by the Spirit of God can curse Jesus, and no one is able to say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.       

4 Now there are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but it is the same Holy Spirit who is the source of them all.   5 There are different kinds of service in the church, but it is the same Lord we are serving.   6 There are different ways God works in our lives, but it is the same God who does the work through all of us.   7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us as a means of helping the entire church.    
8 To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another he gives the gift of special knowledge.   9 The Spirit gives special faith to another, and to someone else he gives the power to heal the sick.   10 He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and to another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to know whether it is really the Spirit of God or another spirit that is speaking. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, and another is given the ability to interpret what is being said.   
11 It is the one and only Holy Spirit who distributes these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.   12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up only one body. So it is with the body of Christ.   13 Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into Christ's body by one Spirit, and we have all received the same Spirit.  14 Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part.   15 If the foot says, "I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand," that does not make it any less a part of the body.   16 And if the ear says, "I am not part of the body because I am only an ear and not an eye," would that make it any less a part of the body?   17 Suppose the whole body were an eye—then how would you hear? Or if your whole body were just one big ear, how could you smell anything?       

18 But God made our bodies with many parts, and he has put each part just where he wants it.   19 What a strange thing a body would be if it had only one part!   20 Yes, there are many parts, but only one body.   

One of my favorite Peanuts cartoons pictures Lucy and Linus disagreeing over which channel to watch.  Finally Lucy threatens him with her fist.  “These five fingers,” says Lucy, “Individually they’re nothing, but when I curl them together like this into a single unit, they form a weapon that is terrible to behold.”

“Which channel do you want?” asks Linus.

Turning away he looks at his hand and asks, “Why can’t you guys get organized like that?”

Spiritual Gifts – A Spirit Given ability for Christian Service
Every Believer Has Been Given a Spiritual Gift (1-7)

· It’s not our ability or inability, only our availability.

· FAT Church Members are Faithful…Available…Teachable

The Purpose of Your Specific Gift – The Common Good (7b)

As many vapors, rising from the sea, meet together in one cloud, and that cloud falls down divided into many drops…(runoffs…streams…brooks…rivers…seas)
God’s Specific Design for the Body of Christ  (8-20)  (Strategy)
v. 18 
But God made our bodies with many parts, and he has put each part just where he wants it.
· Each with a Significant Purpose

· Who flew the kite?  The wind…paper…tail…string…boy?
· Each with a Necessary Purpose

· Aesop’s Fable of the Belly Vs. the Body
· THE MEMBERS of the Body rebelled against the Belly, and said, "Why should we be perpetually engaged in administering to your wants, while you do nothing but take your rest, and enjoy yourself in luxury and self-indulgence?' The Members carried out their resolve and refused their assistance to the Belly. The whole Body quickly became debilitated, and the hands, feet, mouth, and eyes, when too late, repented of their folly.
· You Have to Bring the Light With You…
Our Spiritual Service – Use Our Gifts for God  (Ro. 12.1-6)
· First, We Present Ourselves to God for HIS Use (1-2)
1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will accept. When you think of what he has done for you, is this too much to ask? 2 Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect his will really is. 
Wilbur Chapman, an evangelist of years gone past, looked into the rugged face of General Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, one day and asked, "What is the secret of your power and success?" Tears came to his eyes and ran down his cheeks. Then brushing back the hair from his brow, furrowed through years of battles, trials, and victories, he said, "I will tell you the secret. God has had all of me there was to have. There have been men of greater opportunity, but from the day I caught a vision of what Jesus Christ could do, I gave all to Him."
· Second, We Realize that We Alone are Nothing (3-5)

3 As God's messenger, I give each of you this warning: Be honest in your estimate of yourselves, measuring your value by how much faith God has given you. 4 Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, 5 so it is with Christ's body. We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others. 

D. L. Moody:
“I am only one, but I am one.  I cannot do everything, but I can do something.”

· Third, We Exercise the Gifts God had Given us in Service (6-8)
6 God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out when you have faith that God is speaking through you.  7 If your gift is that of serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, do a good job of teaching.  8 If your gift is to encourage others, do it! If you have money, share it generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly. 
(
When we begin an exercise program we are not in our top form, but as we stay with the program we get better and stronger.

INVITATION – IT’S TIME TO SAY “YES, I WILL…”

· Not to the pastor

· Not to the council

· TO GOD, WHO GIFTED AND CALLED YOU FOR HIS PURPOSE

· There is No Calling to Difficult

A missionary of the church of England in the South of Africa, from the top of a neighboring hill saw lepers at work.  He noticed two particularly, sowing peas in the field.  One had no hands, the other had no feet.

· There is no Part that is Too Small

· The Child with the smallest part in the play
From an experience of her childhood, Mrs. Floyd Crook recalls how a great truth was impressed upon her with special meaning. She writes, "I came home from school one day crying because I had been given only a small part in the children's program, while my playmate got the leading role. After drying my tears, my mother took off her watch and put it in my hand. 'What do you see?' she asked. 'A gold case, a face, and two hands,' I replied. Opening the back, she repeated the question. I told her I saw many tiny wheels. 'This watch would be useless,' she said, 'without every part -- even the ones you can hardly see.' That object lesson has helped me all through life to see the importance of the small duties we're asked to perform."
