THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT: 

A CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP

"THE CHARACTER OF A DISCIPLE"

Matthew 5:6
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
Matthew 5:6 (The Message) 
You're blessed when you've worked up a good appetite for God. 
He's food and drink in the best meal you'll ever eat.
I.
Understanding the concept of Hunger and Thirst
A.  We can't comprehend that kind of hunger:
Not just any hunger, but the hunger of a man who hadn't eaten in a week 


and didn't know from where his next meal would come.  A man who could 


probably only eat meat once a month if he was lucky.

B.  We can't comprehend that kind of thirst:

The kind of thirst that comes from having sand in your throat and nostrils, in the heat of the dry dessert, with no cold water tap in sight, let alone a stream or a pond from which a small relief could be found.

II.
To hunger and thirst for righteousness would be…
1.  Intense  (a matter of life or death)

2.  All consuming  (consuming time, resources, efforts, and passions)

3.  Challenging  (all the beatitudes are a challenge)

4.  Rewarded

It is indeed impossible to achieve righteousness, we are, and always will be until Jesus comes again, flesh, and flesh is imperfect.  But the man, or woman, who is found to be diligently seeking, hungering and thirsting for righteousness, he will be blessed and satisfied.

Matthew 6:31-34

"Do not be anxious then, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'With what shall we clothe ourselves?'  For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.  Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. {Each} day has enough trouble of its own.

CONCERNING RIGHTEOUSNESS 

"Dikaiosune is found in the sayings of the Lord Jesus, 
(a) of whatever is right or just in itself, whatever conforms to the revealed will of God
(b) whatever has been appointed by God to be acknowledged and obeyed by man

(c) the sum total of the requirements of God

(d) religious duties

III.
A lesson about this "righteousness"

According to the Greek it is a "WHOLE RIGHTEOUSNESS"

1.  A righteousness which permeates every aspect of life

-public and private

-work and home




2.  A righteousness on the inside as well as the outside

3.  A righteousness according to the kingdom of God, not man.

IV.
A warning to the "Well Fed"  Luke 6:25

"Woe to you who are well-fed now, for you shall be hungry. 

Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.
1.  They trust in thier own righteousness.

+apart from Jesus my righteousness is like filthy rags

2.  Practice their pious righteousness to be seen by others  (Mt. 6:1)
3.  Appear to be righteous on the outside, but inside... (a Dirty Dish)
V.
cONCLUSION
1.  Empty yourself and become hungry and thirsty for righteousness.

+Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness

2.  Remember that you will indeed be satisfied, don't ever stop hungering...

Hunger - pi-nah-oh


Pine for, famished, crave





Thirst - dip-sah-o


Thirst the requires quenching


See Psalm 42








