THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT: A CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP

"THE CHARACTER OF A DISCIPLE"

"Blessed are the Poor in Spirit"

Matthew 5:3

I.
Be poor in spirit

A.
What is being poor in spirit?

 

1.  Not low self-esteem

2.  Recognize our "Spiritual Bankruptcy"


"I am Spiritually empty without Jesus Christ"

II.
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican

A.
Who is Jesus speaking to?

B.
1.  Who was a Pharisee?

2.  Who was a tax-gatherer?  

What was his social status?

C.
The Pharisee's Prayer
1.  Position.......................Standing

2.  Perspective...................Prayed to himself

3.  Prayer.........................Prideful/Judgmental

D.
The Tax-Gatherer's Prayer

1.  Position.......................Off the altar

2.  Perspective...................Humble and broken

3.  Prayer.........................Sincere/earnest

E.
The Result

One goes away justified

III.
The Blessing:  Theirs is the Kingdom of God

Being poor in spirit, recognizing our spiritual bankruptcy, is the key to salvation.  Without that recognition we will never know we need Jesus.
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