THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT: A CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP

"THE CHARACTER OF A DISCIPLE"

"Blessed are the Pure in Heart"

Matthew 5:8


**The last four Beatitudes are outward manifestations of inward characteristics**

I.
How can a person be "Pure in Heart"?
Psalm 1

1.  Does not walk in the counsel of the wicked.

2.  Does not stand in the path of sinners.

3.  Does not sit in the seat of the scoffer.

4.  Delights in the Word and commandments of God.

5.  Meditates and studies God's Word continuously.

+
Because he/she spends so much time consumed in God's Word it becomes increasingly difficult to sin against Him.

6.  Steadfast in Devotion to God.  (Unmovable)

+
Those who lack this steadfastness will not experience the closeness that the steadfast has with God.

II.
What about the "Impure of Heart"?
1.  They will be driven away from God like chaf in the wind.

2.  They will not be able to stand in the judgement, they will fall.

3.  They will be shut out from the assembly of the righteous.  (Heaven)

4.  They will ultimately perish.  (Hell)


III.
What is the benefit of being "Pure in Heart"?

Ps. 24

1.  We can go to where God is.
2.  We can stand in God's holy place.

3.  We will recieve a blessing from the Lord.

4.  We will be righteous according to God.

IV.
Invitation

Being pure in heart requires cleansing by Christ's blood.

Being pure in heart requires a devotion and fellowship with God.
