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Intro Info
 In the history of ancient Egypt, there were three eras when that nation enjoyed great power and prosperity. These eras are called the Old Kingdom (2700–2160 B.C.), the Middle Kingdom (2106–1786 B.C.), and the New Kingdom (1550–1069 B.C.). During the Old Kingdom, the Egyptians built the pyramids. Between and after these three eras of greatness, Egypt went through periods of political chaos and internal conflict and was sometimes dominated by invaders from the outside. 
 The Israelite exodus from Egypt took place during the New Kingdom period. The pharaoh of the exodus is not named in the Bible, but scholars have devoted a great deal of effort to trying to determine who he was. If you watch the motion pictures The Ten Commandments and The Prince of Egypt, you will hear that Ramses II (who ruled Egypt from 1290 to 1224 B.C.) was the pharaoh of the exodus, but in fact the exodus almost certainly took place before his lifetime. Biblical data indicates that the exodus was around 1440 B.C. On the other hand, our dates for this time period are approximate, and we do not know precisely when and under what pharaoh the exodus took place. 
 Still, we do know a lot. We know that Egypt was at the height of its powers when the exodus happened. We know that the Israelites lived in the eastern half of the Nile Delta in northern Egypt, and we know that the pharaohs of this time also had their residence there (this explains how Moses was able to shuttle back and forth between the Israelites and the pharaoh during the time of the plagues). We know that the Egyptians of this particular era had a special fear and hatred of people, like the Israelites, who were foreigners from the regions of Syria and Canaan. From the Bible itself, we know that the Israelites were resident aliens who had been in Egypt for hundreds of years, that they had for the latter part of that time been enslaved by the Egyptians, that they were grouped into 12 tribes named for the 12 sons of Israel, and that the God of their Fathers had promised to give them the land of Canaan.

Four Keys in Grasping The Message of Exodus for the Christian

God’s Creation of a New Humanity for Himself: Israel: My People - Sanctification
 In Genesis, God created humanity for His own glory and to be the image of Himself on earth (Gen. 1). In the fall into sin, however, the human race was expelled from His presence (Gen. 3). The greatest portrayal of human alienation from God is in the Tower of Babel episode, in which all humanity was united for their own glory and in defiance of His rule. God dissolved their unity by confusing their languages and caused humanity to spread across the globe, but they were then further than ever from being one people of God. In Exodus, we see God’s purpose to create a new people for himself in two ways.
 First, the exodus was in FULFILLMENT of God’s promises to the patriarchs. See Genesis 22:17, for example. God’s act of taking His people out of Egypt is repeatedly represented as the fulfillment of the Genesis promises, as in Exodus 2:24, “So God heard their groaning, and HE REMEMBERED HIS COVENANT with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” 
 Second, God took Israel out of Egypt specifically so that they could be HIS SPECIAL PEOPLE, as Exodus 19:5-6 says, “you will be My own possession out of all the peoples, although all the earth is Mine, and you will be My kingdom of priests and My holy nation.”  Throughout Exodus, the term God used for Israel is:  “My people.”  		
Seeing JESUS - This story did not end with Israel. Jesus Christ is the single embodiment of the ideal of the people of God, and in Him men and women from all the nations of the earth are claimed by God and blessed with a new name. But the exodus is a major chapter in God’s creation of a new humanity. 					 					[Matthew 2.6, 2 Cor. 6.16]

God’s Work of Redemption: the Plagues - “My Wonders”
 A word the Old Testament repeatedly used for describing the plagues of Egypt is “wonders” (Ex. 4:21; 7:3; 11:9-10; 15:11; Deut. 4:34; 6:22; 7:19; 26:8; Neh. 9:10; Ps. 78:12; 106:7). God by His power intervened in human affairs in behalf of His people, and all who saw it could only look on in ASTONISHMENT. One disaster after another came down on the Egyptians, and it always happened when Moses spoke the word and lifted his staff. But the main point was not simply to devastate Egypt, although God’s bringing down punishment on them was part of the story. Rather, it was to show that Israel came out of slavery NOT because they were heroic and had fought their way out, nor because the Egyptians had been generous and let them go. Israel’s redemption was a work of God and not of men, and the signs and wonders demonstrated this. 
Seeing JESUS - Christ also worked wonders before Israel. Each sign was proof that God was working in Him. The greatest of His wonders, His resurrection, was like the exodus--a mighty act of God done for the redemption of His people.  What Man could not do…God did!
God’s Intercessor: Moses 
 In Exodus, Moses repeatedly stood between Israel and God. He interceded for them when they were afflicted by the pharaoh (Ex. 5:22-23), when they needed water (Ex. 15:25), and when they sinned with the golden calf (Ex. 32:31-32). He represented them before God at Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:1-2) and he conveyed to them the Law of God (Ex. 20:19; 34:1-9). He was Yahweh’s representative to the people and the people’s representative to Yahweh.
Seeing Jesus - The principle of the intercessor reappears in the New Testament. There, the Holy Spirit and Christ are the great intercessor for the church (Rom. 8:26-34), although ordinary Christians are encouraged to intercede for one another (Eph. 6:18). But it is most clearly in Christ that we see the prophet like Moses, who represents His people to God, offers Himself in their behalf, and gives to them the perfect revelation of God.

God’s Dwelling: The Tabernacle
 Exodus is 40 chapters long, but no less than 14 chapters (Ex. 24–31; 35–40) are primarily concerned with the construction of the tabernacle and its furnishings and with the vestments and consecration of its priesthood. For modern readers, this is astonishing, but this attention to the detail arises from a single, all-important fact. The tabernacle was where God would dwell with His people. It had to be constructed according to God’s specifications, and it had to have the appropriate grandeur and dignity to signify the holiness of the God who dwelt within. When the people sought to make a sacred object on their own, they created the golden calf. 
  The message of the tabernacle is that God, who is absolute holiness, sojourns with His people while remaining separated from them. The tabernacle of Exodus is both of these things, communicating that God encamps with the army but that access to Him is forbidden, as He remains behind the tent veil. Seeing Jesus - Jesus Christ is also the holy God sojourning among us. John 1:14, “the Word became flesh and took up residence among us,” literally says that He “camped among us.” But in His body He also broke down the veil separating God from humanity (Mark 15:38 the temple veil torn).

INVITATION

Some of us are on the Exodus – THE ROAD OUT – of some part of our life where we were away from God.  We have begun the journey through God’s work of redemption on the cross in our faith in Christ.  

Others are still living in Egypt, wondering how they will ever be delivered.  Trying in their own strength and efforts to make a way out of a hopeless situation only to discover that there is no way out…on their own.

Thousands of years before He would come an image of the Christ appeared before the people of God.  God would create a special people, delivered by His power in His wonders, interceded for by His representative, and a people with whom He would dwell in the tabernacle.  Today, thousands of years later, God continues His work of redemption in our lives.  He invites you to join Him on the EXODUS…”the road out”…and the new journey He has for you in your life.  A life where He will dwell with you.
