Getting God’s Attention
Exodus 2:23-2:25 

HOW MANY OF YOU LIKE ATTENTION?
Some People Love to be the Center of Attention.
Children will do Crazy Things to get our Attention
	Dancing
	Tapping
	Acting Out
In Relationships We Want Attention
	We Might Pout if our husbands or wives don’t give us attention
	When we’re ill we want some attention, someone to care
	When we are lonely we hope to hear from loved ones
In Spiritual Realm we Long for God’s Attention
	We want to know that we have His attention. 
	We want to know that our Father is standing right beside us every step of the way. 
	When we pray to God, we like to know that he has heard our prayer. 
	When we fall on hard times, life is unbearable, we want to know God sees us.

		I’m not going to wait until the end of the sermon before I encourage you this morning; I 			want you to know that you have God’s attention. God does hear your prayers. God sees 			your pain. God is concerned and He cares about you. You’ve had God’s attention before the 			foundations of the earth were formed. You’ve had God’s attention before you were even 			conceived, before your parents were conceived, and their parents were conceived.
		I’m also not going to wait until the end of the sermon before I take you to Calvary, because 		the fact and the evidence that we have God’s attention is found in the sacrificial gift of God’s 		only Son Jesus Christ, who died in our place just so that we may live, and if that isn’t God 			giving you attention, then I don’t know what is!

HOW DID WE GET HERE…ENSLAVED IN EGYPT
A Quick Trip Through Joseph’s Life
	Joseph – A Favored Son and Resented Brother
		A Plot Hatched to Kill Joseph
		Sold Into Slavery by His Brothers
		Thrown into Prison for False Charges
		Forgotten by One He Helped
		Brought out of Prison and Raised in Position
		Used by God to save the world from famine
			It might have seemed initially that Joseph was being moved further and further 				from the will of God as he went through these stages.  However, this actually was 			all part of God’s plan to deliver His people. Joseph would say himself, “you meant 				it for evil, but God meant it for good.” (Genesis 50.20)

A Nation Growing in a Foreign Land
		There were a total of 70 of Joseph’s family who moved to Egypt
		But as time passed, the Israelites grew.
		The promise to Abraham was coming to pass. 

How Soon They Forget (Hand out)
		Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.  (Ex. 1.8)
			(Look over the hand out…what if we forget?)

A NATION BURDENED WITH SLAVERY
	400 Years of Slavery in Egypt
	One might Wonder why it took so long to reach this point of crying out.
		I Wonder if they asked “Where is the Lord?”
		I Wonder if they were looking for someone to give them some “attention”
		Have you felt like this before? Have you wondered why you’re still going through your 
		current situation? It’s been years and it doesn’t seem like God has heard your prayer. 
			Nothing seems to change and you’re getting close to letting go of your rope. 
			Your relationship isn’t getting any better
			Your children continuing to give you problems
			Your job situation is making it harder to come in to work every week. 
			You believe in God, but you wonder to yourself, do I have God’s attention?

A NATION THAT HAS GOD’S ATTENTION
Exodus 2:23-25 (NASB77) 
23 Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. AND THE SONS OF ISRAEL SIGHED BECAUSE OF THE BONDAGE, AND THEY CRIED OUT; AND THEIR CRY FOR HELP BECAUSE OF THEIR BONDAGE ROSE UP TO GOD. 24 So GOD HEARD THEIR GROANING; AND GOD REMEMBERED HIS COVENANT with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 AND GOD SAW THE SONS OF ISRAEL, AND GOD TOOK NOTICE OF THEM. 

The People Cried Out
	***NOTICE: WHO DID THEY CRY OUT TO???***  UNKNOWN
		The Israelites Were Surrounded with False Gods of the Egyptian
		Some Israelites would remember the stories of Abraham, Issac, Jacob, and 
		Joseph, but how many had forgotten or given up?

	The Lord Heard Their Groaning
		He Hears the Soft Suffering Whisper
		He Hears the Loud Anguished Cry
	The Lord Remembered the Covenant
		No One Needs to Remind God of His Promises…He Remembers
		His Intentions for us are Always Part of His Covenant with Us
			Covenant to Make a Great Nation - Abraham
			Covenant to Redeem a Straying People – (The New Covenant)
	The Lord Saw…Them 
		Nothing is hidden from His Sight
			The Orders of Pharoah to Kill the Male Children
			The Courage of the Hebrew Midwifes in Sparing the Baby Boys
	The Lord…took Notice of Them
			He Knew their Situation 
			He Knew their Suffering  (Letters in Rev.  I know…)

		If you don’t remember anything else I’ve said this morning, I want you to remember this 			one thing, you have God’s attention. In the latter part of verse 23, the Bible says the 
		Israelites cried out for help, and their cry rose up to God. 

WHEN YOU CRY OUT
	God Hears and Responds to Your Prayers
		Sometimes God’s Answer is Yes, Right Away
		Sometimes God’s Answer is No, trust me
		Sometimes God’s Answer is Yes, but Wait
			God was preparing his people for what would come.  It wasn’t that God had been 				ignoring them up to this point, but he was in the process of making them into the 				nation He intended them to be.  He had to break the lure and luster of Egypt over 				them…even after years of enslavement they would say that they would rather return.
		Sometimes God’s Answer is Yes, and here is even more.
	God Hears Your Pleas for Help




Applications: 

		Even though we belong to God, we are not immune to trouble, 
		which may or may not be of our own making (1:6-14). 

		Our trouble may result from various circumstances, 
		including the ruthless schemes or oppression of others (1:6-22).

		God is pleased when we are faithful to Him 
		in the midst of our troubles (1:15-20).

		When we are in trouble, God exhibits His faithfulness, 
		always being good to us, sometimes helping us 
		through those who are faithful to Him (1:15-20).

		Even when we are not aware of God, 
		He is present with and faithful to us in the midst of our troubles, 
		often working behind the scenes to help us (1:15–2:10).

		We should not be surprised if God helps us 
		through people who do not worship Him (2:1-10).

		When we are in trouble, we have reason to call out to God for help—
		He is faithful to His people (2:23-25).

		When we are in trouble, we can be confident God will 
		display His faithfulness—He will hear, know about, 
		and take note of us and of our situation (2:23-25).

