LIVING IN AWE OF GOD – SERIES THROUGH EXODUS
God Getting Our Attention
Exodus 3.1-10

So Far in the Series:
· Introduction – Message of Exodus for the Believer
· Getting God’s Attention

Exodus 3.1-10
1 Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
2 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. 
3 So Moses said, "I must turn aside now, and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up." 
4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush, and said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." 
5 Then He said, "Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." 
6 He said also, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
7 And the LORD said, "I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their sufferings. 
8 "So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 
9 "And now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians are oppressing them. 
10 "Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt." 

A VERY “REGULAR” DAY
· Driving The Sheep in the Pastures
· Going through the Normal Routine
· God Still Interrupts our Ordinary Lives in Extraordinary Ways

A VERY “IRREGULAR” SIGHT (2-3)
· Suddenly!!
· Moses probably never noticed that little bush before.  It was just one of dozens that dotted the landscape of Midian.  But today it was significantly different.  (Like my high school that I would pass without noticing until the day it was gone.)
[Why did God choose a little bush when He could write across the sky?]

God can speak to us in the extraordinary, like burning bushes, thunder and lightning, etc…but we should be listening and looking in the ordinary as well.
A VERY SINCERE RESPONSE (4-9)
God Had Gotten Moses Attention:
· He Turned Toward the Bush
· Signified a total change of direction
·  
· God Called Him by Name 
· He Knows My Name…We Have God’s Attention
· When we hear our name it makes a difference in the level of attention we are willing to give.
· He Replied – “Here I Am”
· “Here I am” –Abraham when God was testing him (Gen 22)
· “Here I am” – When the Lord spared Isaac on the altar (Gen 22)
· “Here I am” – God assured Jacob that he could go to Egypt (Gen 46)
· “Here I am” – Moses here at the burning bush
· “Here I am” – Samuel when he heard the Lord calling (1 Sam. 3)
· “Here I am” – Isaiah’s response to God’s call (Is. 6)
· “Here I am” – God assures His people He is there still (Is. 52)
· “Here I am” – Ananias reply to the Lord’s call to go to Paul (Acts 9)
Notice that they replied before knowing the details and the requirements
	I think about the comic sketches where the officer asks for a couple of 	volunteers to step forward and the whole platoon steps back except for 	two men.

· God Identified Himself (6)
· Take note of Moses’ response (sandals off, face to the ground)
· Consider our Approach in Worship  (Ecc 5.1-2)
· Ecclesiastes 5:1-2 (NASB77) 
Guard your steps as you go to the house of God, and draw near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools; for they do not know they are doing evil. Do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God. For God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few. 
· Go in as an invited guest of the king
· Caution, lest familiarity breed contempt

· God Revealed the Need (7-9)
· He Had Heard the Cries of the People (They had His Attention)
· He Intended to do Something
· How did Moses end up in Midian?
· I wonder if Moses ever felt like he had failed, let God down by how he had tried to handle things himself?



· A Most Amazing Call (10)
· God had Moses’ Attention
· God had Moses’ Reverence and Respect
· God had Moses’ Passion (The Hebrews in Bondage)
· Would God have Moses’ Obedience?

· Responding to God’s Call
· God Seeks to Get our Attention
· God Issues the Call
· Our Response
· Run Ahead Before we’re Sent
· Retreat after we have Failed
· Resist the Call Completely
· Respond in Obedience Fully
