Living in Awe of God – Series in Exodus
“When Things Go From Bad to Worse”
Exodus 5-6

Introduction
Review
· We Have Learned about the Importance of Exodus to the Believer
· We have been reminded that we have God’s Attention
· We were challenged to know that God desires our Attention
· We have seen the need to respond to God’s call without our excuses

When Things Go From Bad to Worse
Today we will face the difficulty of understanding that sometimes, even as God is working out His plan and purpose things may appear to go from “bad” to “worse” for the child of God.
· Personal Testimony – I became a believer as a teenage boy growing up in a home with a difficult dad.  He is an alcoholic and was a hard man.  One of the things that drew me to the Lord was the search for hope and for a love that I couldn’t find at home.  When I turned to God and Jesus I believed that everything was going to get better.  Somehow God was going to make it all o.k. at home.  In fact the opposite seemed to happen.  When I began to talk to my parents about the Lord, and about my faith it seemed to make matters worse, not better.  My relationship with my dad was never more stained than during those early months/years of discipleship for me.  There were many times that I wondered aloud if being a believer and following Christ was worth it.  I think that might have been the struggle we will see in Moses in today’s lesson, and we’ll learn about the promise of God that overcomes our circumstances.

THINGS WERE BAD (1-4)
· Hard Driven Slavery
· Four Centuries of Being Beaten Down
· Seemingly Endless Unanswered Cries
·  (
Pastor Dave’s Aside: 
I wonder why we are so surprised when people who do not know the Lord act like people who do not know the Lord.  We believe that we can get a non-believing government to pass laws on a non-believing society that will make them act like believers.  Step one is not to coerce people into “acting” Christian, but to convert them so that they “become” Christ
i
an.
)Helplessly watching as their children were slain
· A Brief Glimmer of Hope for Israel’s Elders (4.29-31)
· Look at Moses First Visit with Pharaoh
· Who is The Lord?
· I do not know the Lord.
· I will not let Israel Go.
· Get the people back to Work!

THEN THINGS GOT WORSE (5-23)
· Increased the Labor – Get Your Own Straw
· Intensified the Load – Meet the Same Quota
· Assigned the Blame – It was all Moses’ Fault

Questions that Sting – (22-23) (When it Seems That we Have Failed)
· Why? 			– It’s the third word out of Moses’ mouth…”O Lord, why…?”
· When?			- “You have not delivered like you promised”
· Is it worth it?		- The price that I have to pay is one thing, but what about the people?
· Where do I go to quit?	-One of Moses’ tendencies was the tendency to want to give up and quit 				(Cross reference: 6.12, 30)


THEN GOD GAVE HIS RESPONSE (Ex. 6)
· I AM  (1-5)
· 5X in chapter 6 He states “I am the LORD [YHWH]
· Stay Focused – It Was God’s Mission from the Start
· Stay Faithful – Just do what you are Called to Do
· God is the One Who Made the Covenant, not Moses
· God is the One Who would Redeem the People, not Moses
· God was not going to Fail, neither was Moses.

· I WILL (6-8)	[Seven Things God Promises HE will do]
· I WILL – 	bring you out from under the burdens
· I WILL – 	deliver you from the bondage
· I WILL – 	redeem you with an outstretched arm (paying the price)
· I WILL – 	take you for my people  (the marriage covenant)
· I WILL – 	be your God  (Not Pharoah or others who would Lord over them)
· I WILL – 	bring you to the land…
· I WILL – 	give you the land I promised

In essence…I WILL DO WHAT I HAVE SAID ALL ALONG I WILL DO.  TRUST ME.

Faith grows only in the dark. 
You've got to trust him when you can't trace him. That's faith. 
 								-  Lyell Rader

Trust Him…
· When Your Relationships are Troubled…Trust Him
· When Your Finances are Failing…Trust Him
· When Your Family is Falling Apart…Trust Him
· When Your Spirit is Crushed Within you…Trust Him
· When Your Circumstances seem out of control…Trust Him
· When the Christian Walk doesn’t seem worth it…Trust Him

RESPONDING TO HARD CIRCUMSTANCES GOD’S WAY
· Circumstances that turn against us force us toward dependence.
· Circumstances that force us toward dependence teach us patience. (see below)
· Circumstances that teach us patience make us wise.
Faith for my deliverance is not faith in God. Faith means, whether I am visibly delivered or not, I will stick to my belief that God is love. There are some things only learned in a fiery furnace. 
										-Oswald Chambers
James 1:2-4
2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
Illustration:   A young man, a Christian, went to an older believer to ask for prayer. "Will you please pray that I may be more patient?" he asked. The aged saint agreed. They knelt together and the man began to pray, "Lord, send this young man tribulation in the morning; send this young man tribulation in the afternoon; send this young man...." At that point the young Christian blurted out, "No, no, I didn't ask you to pray for tribulation. I wanted you to pray for patience." "Ah," responded the wise Christian, "it's through tribulation that we learn patience."
Exodus 5:1-6:30 (NASB77) 
1 And afterward Moses and Aaron came and said to Pharaoh, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Let My people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.'" 
2 But Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go." 
3 Then they said, "The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please, let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest He fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword." 
4 But the king of Egypt said to them, "Moses and Aaron, why do you draw the people away from their work? Get back to your labors!" 
5 Again Pharaoh said, "Look, the people of the land are now many, and you would have them cease from their labors!" 
6 So the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters over the people and their foremen, saying, 
7 "You are no longer to give the people straw to make brick as previously; let them go and gather straw for themselves. 
8 "But the quota of bricks which they were making previously, you shall impose on them; you are not to reduce any of it. Because they are lazy, therefore they cry out, 'Let us go and sacrifice to our God.' 
9 "Let the labor be heavier on the men, and let them work at it that they may pay no attention to false words." 
10 So the taskmasters of the people and their foremen went out and spoke to the people, saying, "Thus says Pharaoh, 'I am not going to give you any straw. 
11 'You go and get straw for yourselves wherever you can find it; but none of your labor will be reduced.'" 
12 So the people scattered through all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 
13 And the taskmasters pressed them, saying, "Complete your work quota, your daily amount, just as when you had straw." 
14 Moreover, the foremen of the sons of Israel, whom Pharaoh's taskmasters had set over them, were beaten and were asked, "Why have you not completed your required amount either yesterday or today in making brick as previously?" 
15 Then the foremen of the sons of Israel came and cried out to Pharaoh, saying, "Why do you deal this way with your servants? 
16 "There is no straw given to your servants, yet they keep saying to us, 'Make bricks!' And behold, your servants are being beaten; but it is the fault of your own people." 
17 But he said, "You are lazy, very lazy; therefore you say, 'Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD.' 
18 "So go now and work; for you shall be given no straw, yet you must deliver the quota of bricks." 
19 And the foremen of the sons of Israel saw that they were in trouble because they were told, "You must not reduce your daily amount of bricks." 
20 When they left Pharaoh's presence, they met Moses and Aaron as they were waiting for them. 
21 And they said to them, "May the LORD look upon you and judge you, for you have made us odious in Pharaoh's sight and in the sight of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us." 
22 Then Moses returned to the LORD and said, "O Lord, why hast Thou brought harm to this people? Why didst Thou ever send me? 
23 "Ever since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Thy name, he has done harm to this people; and Thou hast not delivered Thy people at all."

Exodus 6 
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for under compulsion he shall let them go, and under compulsion he shall drive them out of his land." 
2 God spoke further to Moses and said to him, "I am the LORD; 
3 and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, LORD, I did not make Myself known to them. 
4 "And I also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they sojourned. 
5 "And furthermore I have heard the groaning of the sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding them in bondage; and I have remembered My covenant. 
6 "Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 
7 'Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
8 'And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession; I am the LORD.'" 

9 So Moses spoke thus to the sons of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses on account of their despondency and cruel bondage. 
10 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
11 "Go, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the sons of Israel go out of his land." 
12 But Moses spoke before the LORD, saying, "Behold, the sons of Israel have not listened to me; how then will Pharaoh listen to me, for I am unskilled in speech?" 

28 Now it came about on the day when the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, 
29 that the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "I am the LORD; speak to Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I speak to you." 
30 But Moses said before the LORD, "Behold, I am unskilled in speech; how then will Pharaoh listen to me?" 


Notes: 
5:1-21. We naturally wonder why Moses and Aaron merely asked for a three-day leave to worship in the desert instead of asking for full release from Egypt. Two explanations are possible. This may be a bargaining tactic, in which one begins with a modest request and moves toward asking for what one really wants. On the other hand, the point of the modest request may be to show that the pharaoh was so cruel a taskmaster that he would not consent to any request, however limited. Both interpretations may be true.

 From the very beginning, things went badly. Instead of immediately being released from slavery, their servitude became worse, and the pharaoh vindictively demanded that they gather straw for the bricks they had to make (previously, straw had been provided for them). Angry and exasperated, the Hebrews blamed Moses for their troubles (vv. 20-21). Christians also often begin with the assumption that being in God’s hands means that there will be no difficulties, and then become upset when things do not go smoothly. The Bible has warned us that sorrows will increase and that it will appear that evil has triumphed before God intervenes. We are expected to endure the dark days (Rev. 13:10).

5:22–6:13. Stung by the Israelites’ words, Moses complained to God. God responded that He intended for the pharaoh to be harsh and ungenerous so that the Israelites would know they owed their deliverance not to the pharaoh but to God, who saved them with an outstretched arm and great acts of judgment (6:6).

 The standard translation in 6:2-3 (“I am Yahweh. I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty, but I did not make My name Yahweh known to them”) has been used to justify the idea that the patriarchs never heard of Yahweh. This causes major problems in Genesis, where Yahweh appeared frequently. An alternative translation could read: “I am Yahweh. I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty. And My name is Yahweh. Did I not make myself known to them?” So understood, the text asserts that Yahweh and God Almighty are one and the same, and that He appeared to the patriarchs. It does not assert that they did not know the name Yahweh. Instead, it assures Moses that the same God who protected the patriarchs (v. 4) was now with him (v. 5).

ILLUSTRATIONS - 

  "Growing up outside New York City, I was an avid fan of the Brooklyn Dodgers. The archenemy was the New York Yankees, whom I had heard only on radio until I was invited by my father to skip school and go to a Yankees-Dodgers World Series game. It was a great thrill. I knew those Dodgers were going to shellac those Yankees. Unfortunately, the Dodgers never got on base, so my thrill was shattered. 
   As an adult, I was in conversation with one of these fellows who is a walking sports almanac. I mentioned when I went to my first major league game. I said, "It was such a disappointment. I was a Dodger fan and the Dodgers never got on base." 
   He said, "You were there? You were at the game when Don Larsen pitched the only perfect game in all of World Series history?" 
   I said, "Yeah, but, uh, we lost." I was so caught up in my team's defeat that I missed out on the fact that I was a witness to a far greater page of history. So it is with us. We dare not be so fixed on our troubles that we miss God. 
   -- Leith Anderson, Preaching Today, Tape No. 48. 

   I was teaching three-year-olds in Vacation Bible school. One day we decided to let the children see what "big church" was like. Entering the empty sanctuary we reminded them that we were in God's house, so it was important to be quiet. We had just seated everyone when one boy whispered in my ear, "Teacher, when is God going to get here?" 
   -- Cathy Barnett, "Kids of the Kingdom," Christian Reader, Vol. 38, no. 5.

Lincoln’s Depression
Many years ago a young midwestern lawyer suffered such deep depression that his friends thought it wise to keep all knives and razors from him. During this time he wrote, “I am now the most miserable man living. Whether I shall ever be better, I cannot tell. I awfully forebode I shall not.” He was wrong. He did recover and went up to become one of America’s most-loved presidents, Abraham Lincoln. 
—C. R. Hembree
[footnoteRef:2]  [2: Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. Garland TX: Bible Communications.] 


Spurgeon once tells of how he was utterly depressed in spirit and soul, discouraged, and failing in health. Just before leaving for a recuperation, he preached on “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” The experience was so sad that he wished it would never happen again. 
Afterwards, a man come to see him. Spurgeon described him later as “one step away from the insane asylum,” his head bulging, his hands nervous and his spirit totally depressed. The man told Spurgeon that after hearing his sermon, he felt that Spurgeon was the only one who could understand him and so he had come. Spurgeon comforted him as best he knew how from his own sad experience. 
For five years, Spurgeon did not see the man. But “just last night” (he was delivering the above lecture to students at the College), “I saw him: it was like night and day. He was completely changed.” Spurgeon concluded that he was willing to undergo hundreds of such experiences now that he knew God permitted it to happen so that he could know and sympathize with people under similar predicament. 
[footnoteRef:3]  [3: Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. Garland TX: Bible Communications.] 

BOOK: Where Does A Mother Go To Resign? By Barbara Johnson
Where Does A Mother Go To Resign? is the heartrending story of how Barbara Johnson faced the devastating news that her son had embraced the gay lifestyle, disappearing from the family for an extended period. Compounding her pain, her son's revelation that he was homosexual followed the deaths of two older sons and her husband's life-threatening accident. At that time, there were no books, no ministries to help Christian families deal with the painful news the Johnsons faced. Yet in the midst of her pain, Barbara set out on a journey of survival and restoration that ultimately brought her and her family back to a life of laughter, joy, and hope. Through the sharing of their story, thousands of other families also have found their way back to hope and joy and laughter. Barbara Johnson says, "We may have to live with mountains that will not move, but we can face the inevitable and realize that we have greater reserves and resources than we thought possible... [God] brought me through the deep water without letting me drown. He held me up when my mind and emotions were torn apart by tragedy. He gave me the gift of joy which made it possible to share with others the good things God was going to do for them also."





   At first I saw God as my observer, my judge, keeping track of the things I did wrong, so as to know whether I merited heaven or hell when I die. He was out there sort of like the president. I recognized His picture when I saw it, but I didn't really know Him. 
   But later on when I recognized this Higher Power, It seemed as though life was rather like a bike ride, but it was a tandem bike, and I noticed that God was in the back helping me pedal. 
   I don't know just when it was that he suggested we change places, but life has not been the same since--life with my Higher Power, that is. God makes life exciting! 
   But when He took the lead, it was all I could do to hang on! He knew delightful paths, up mountains and through rocky places--and at breakneck speeds. Even though it looked like madness, he said, "Pedal!" 
   I worried and was anxious and asked, "Where are you taking me?" He laughed and didn't answer, and I started to learn trust. 
   I forgot my boring life and entered into adventure. When I'd say, "I'm scared," He'd lean back and touch my hand. 
   He took me to people with gifts that I needed, gifts of healing, acceptance, and joy. They gave me their gifts to take on my journey, our journey, God's and mine. 
   And we were off again. He said, "Give the gifts away; they're extra baggage, too much weight." So I did, to the people we met, and I found that in giving I received, and our burden became light. 
   At first I did not trust Him in control of my life. I thought He'd wreck it. but He knows bike secrets--knows how to make it lean to take sharp corners, dodge large rocks, and speed through scary passages. 
   And I am learning to shut up and pedal in the strangest places. I'm beginning to enjoy the view and the cool breeze on my face with my delightful constant Companion. 
   And when I'm sure I just can't do any more, He just smiles and says, "Pedal!"



