 (
I have really struggled with this week’s sermon with how to preach this message about the plagues.  
Finally I asked God what lessons he wanted me and you to learn from these verses and as I prayed and read one thing kept being highlighted, the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart, and the hardness of our own hearts as well.  I looked and saw several ways that Pharaoh’s hardness of heart still shows up in people today, believers and non-believers.  So, today let’s look at the Exodus plagues experience and see the dangers of a hardened heart.
)LIVING IN AWE OF GOD
“The Danger of a Hardened Heart”
Exodus 7-10

· Moses Received the Call from God
· Moses has Returned to Egypt as Commanded
· Things have Gone from Bad to Worse
· God has Promised to Deliver His People

Today we will look at the heart of Pharaoh as he hardened his heart against the Lord and reaped the benefits of that choice in the plagues God would bring upon Egypt.

Proverbs 29:1
	A man who hardens his neck after much reproof 
	Will suddenly be broken beyond remedy.

FOUR RESPONSES OF A HARDENED HEART:

THE FIRST RESPONSE: BLATANT DISOBEDIENCE 
· Who Is The Lord?  Why should I obey Him?
· Instead of Obeying He Increased the Labor
· Ex. 7.14 – “Pharaoh’s heart is hard, he refuses to let the people go.”
· The First Plague Comes – Water becomes Blood
· Pharaoh’s Response – (7.23)
		Then Pharaoh turned and went into his house 							with no concern even for this.
· The Plague Lasts for Seven days and is Quite Severe

Understanding the Purpose of the Plagues
· The Purpose was to Judge Egypt and her Gods
· The Goal was To bring Glory and Worship to The One True God
· Most times there was a warning, three times there was not.
· Pharaoh’s heart was hardened each time with the first nine.

THE SECOND RESPONSE: INSINCERITY 
· The Second Plague is Interesting – FROGS
· Frogs were sacred in Egypt and thus could not be killed
· One of their Deities, Heget, was a goddess with a frog head.
· Pharaoh’s Response is Interesting too…
· “I give up”…with his fingers crossed behind his back
· One More Night with the Frogs

Common Mistakes we Might Make Too
· In times of Hardship Put God Off Until the Last Moment…I’ve tried everything else
· In Times of Crisis – Turn to God when exhausted every other possibility
· In Times of Relief – Forget God and His deliverance as well as our promises (8.15)
· But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did not listen to them, as the LORD had said.
Today is no different, many people when faced with difficult situations, pay lip service to God never intending to fulfill their vow. How many of us have in the midst of some extreme difficulty, cried out to God, “Oh Lord, get me out of this, and I will do anything.” But when the Lord has delivered us we withdraw our promise just like Pharaoh.

IllustrateMan searching for a parking spot strikes a deal with God if he will help him get a parking 	spot, then “he finds a spot himself after all.”  Never mind God, I found one myself.

Plague 3 – The Gnats  (Sand fleas)  (Egyptian God, Set, of the dessert)
In Florida we had something called chiggers.  They would burrow beneath the skin and cause excruciating itching and pain to the unfortunate carrier. This is likely what these gnats were.
· The Pharaoh’s magicians could not duplicate this and were forced to confess that this was “the finger of God.”

THE THIRD RESPONSE: BARGAINING WITH GOD 
The Fourth Plaue: The Plague of the Flies brought great swarms of flies and other insects over the land. 
This plague elicits a new response from Pharaoh he tries to bargain with God.  
Pharaoh offers four different bargains to God. 
The proposals that Pharaoh offers to God are the same that Satan offers the Christian today.

Bargain #1 – Serve God But Stay In Egypt (8:25) [Conform]
And Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and said, "Go, sacrifice to your God WITHIN THE LAND." 

Be a Christian but also be in the world and of the world. Conform.
· Bear The title of a follower of God, but Live life with the world.

	Romans 12:1-2 (NASB77) 
	 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 	sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be 	conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 	prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Bargain # 2. Don’t Fully Commit Yourself (8:28) [one foot here and one foot there]
Pharaoh said, "I will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; ONLY YOU SHALL NOT GO VERY FAR AWAY. " 

Leave your options open, live with your eyes on Egypt. 
· For much of Israel’s early experience in the wilderness this was exactly where they were.
· For us this would be living as a Christian, but secretly longing for the worldly

More Plagues Proving the Egyptian False God’s Were Powerless
· Livestock – Economic Disaster
· Boils – Physical Agony
· Storms – Natural Disaster
· Locust – This leads to the next Bargain

Bargain #3. Don’t Force Your Beliefs On Others (10:11)  [Freedom of Choice]
“Go now, THE MEN AMONG YOU, and serve the LORD, for that is what you desire." So they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence. 

 (
How many parents would let your child decide whether they wanted to take a bath or not…go to bed at a reasonable time, eat healthy meals…attend school…have regular doctor visits?  Why leave the most important decision of their lives in their hands without any input or guidance?
)Pharaoh offers to let the men go but not the women and children. After all, it was the men that wanted to go worship, why force that on the women and children.

The Devil is still trying to convince believer’s, 
· Let your children make up their own minds
· Don’t try to teach your children about God. 
· Don’t try influence your child to attend church
· Let your children be a part of the world so they can have all of its advantages.” 

Bargain #4. Don’t Commit Everything (10:24)  [Serve without Sacrifice]
Then Pharaoh called to Moses, and said, "Go, serve the LORD; ONLY LET YOUR FLOCKS AND YOUR HERDS BE DETAINED. Even your little ones may go with you." 

It’s ok to have your religion just don’t let it affect the way you live your life.
· Don’t let this religion thing you are starting change you
· Think about what you are leaving behind
· Keep living like you want to live
· Keep doing what is expected of you by others
· Get back where you belong as quick as possible


THE FOURTH RESPONSE: CONVICTION WITHOUT COMMITMENT 
· Over and over again Pharaoh seems feel the weight of conviction and then he relents, until the plague is ended, and then he hardens his heart again and refuses to follow through on his commitment.  He even confesses his sin against the Lord a couple of times.  But once the trouble seemed to be over he changed his tune.

What This Means for Us…
· Being Convicted of our sins is not the same as being Saved from our Sins
· We can sit with tears running down our face, convicted, but still be unsaved
· We have to make the choice to commit ourselves to the Lord

What We See in Pharaoh Might be Seen Still Today
· Sin when you can get away with it
· Ignore God when it is convenient
· Repent when you have no choice
· Return Quickly to Your “Normal” Life

INVITATION

	Hebrews 3:7-8
		 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE,  DO NOT 			HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, AS IN THE DAY OF 			TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS, 

Pharaoh’s Experience
Eventually Pharaoh lost. Egypt would end up in ruins. Pharaoh would lose his kingdom. Egypt will be devastated by the death angel. And Pharaoh will lose his own son! 

What will it take before you will surrender to God? 
“You may be in the danger zone …..
You have played fast and loose with your life, ignoring warning after warning. 
You have shoved aside essential truths for so long that your heart has become hardened. 
The longer you harden it, the more difficult it will be to allow God’s light to finally break through.”
