	DETOURS, DEAD ENDS, AND DRY HOLES

	WHY ME?  WHAT NOW?  WHERE ARE YOU?  WHEN WILL IT END?  HELP?

Exodus 13:17-22; 14:1-15:27

I.	Detours	Ex 13:17-22
a.  God chose to take His people the long way so that He could build character and faith.
b.  God never left His people and was leading them all the way all the time.
c.  God sometimes needs to bring us through the wilderness on a detour
1.  He can build us into the children He needs us to be.
2.  To prove He will always lead us.  
Sometimes we fail to see God through our own blindness, but He 				is there and He will never leave.
	Vermont---->New York---->West Virginia---->Florida---->Alabama---->Florida---->?????

II.	Dead Ends  Ex 14
a.  God purposely brings the Israelites to the edge of the Red Sea.
1.  LOOK
2.  FEAR
3.  CRY OUT
b.  Note in verse 13 God's promise of deliverance when His people cry out to Him.  
c.  God brings us up against a dead end to test our strength and endurance and willingness 	to serve Him totally

III. Dry Holes  Ex 15
a.  Three day praise service
b.  Pastor Moses
c.  God's boundless love and immesurable patience

IV.	Invitation  Ex 16:26
We must:
1. Listen to God
2. Live for God
3. Learn from God
4. Lean on God

1.  Are you on a detour with the Lord, He is still there with you!
2.  Does it seem like you have come up against a dead end.  God has a plan.
3.  Do you find that you are at a place where there should be water, but you are still dry, 	God wants to provide for you waters of refreshing from His spirit, but there is a condition 	which exists that must be changed.
