COUNTERFEIT CHRISTIANITY – Are You For Real?

"THE WHEAT AND THE WEEDS”
Matthew 13:24-30
24 Here is another story Jesus told: "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a farmer who planted good seed in his field. 25 But that night as everyone slept, his enemy came and planted weeds among the wheat. 26 When the crop began to grow and produce grain, the weeds also grew. 27 The farmer's servants came and told him, `Sir, the field where you planted that good seed is full of weeds!' 28 " `An enemy has done it!' the farmer exclaimed. " `Shall we pull out the weeds?' they asked. 29 "He replied, `No, you'll hurt the wheat if you do. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. Then I will tell the harvesters to sort out the weeds and burn them and to put the wheat in the barn.' " 

Intro
· Know how bank tellers spot counterfeits?  They’re incredibly familiar with the real.

· We have a multitude of REALITY SHOWS that have little to do with reality.

· Even COKE that told us they were the real thing has let us down.

· So…is there anything that is real?  Are you real?

Wheat and the WEEDS grow together in the same field.  

(planted among the wheat)


+Farmer doesn't wake up and say "Honey, I think I need to plant a few acres of weeds.”


+Happens quietly and subtly



+Happens without anyone realizing it.

wheat and the WEEDS have SIMILAR appearance on the outside.  

+Unless you break it open and look inside you would not know the difference

+The tare is empty and fruitless inside the shell

+The fruit is only produced in the wheat.

+The Master knows the wheat from the WEEDS


· How does a person become a Weed among the Wheat?  
· Relying on the wrong things.  [FAITH in the Wrong Stuff]


(Religion  (I had an experience)


1. Baptism  (went down a dry sinner, came out a wet sinner)




2. Followed all the instructions of the preacher or Sunday school teacher

3.  Never had a life-changing encounter with Christ.

(Family




1.  Your mom or dad were godly, heaven bound, people, so you are too.

(Good Life




1.  "I do my best to live like a Christian"

(Pride  (If I got saved I would be so embarrassed…my folks would be…)



1.  "AT LEAST I KEPT MY PRIDE"




-a woman's nightmare that she's in Hell.




2.  Are you willing to allow pride to sentence you to eternity in hell?  

· Rejecting the ONE Right Thing – Jesus

· how does a weed become wheat?
· It’s impossible in the NATURAL World – (Ragweed to Roses)
· It requires something SUPERNATURAL to take Place
fire Awaits THE WEEDS (The Day of Harvest is Approaching) 

Invitation – ARE YOU FOR REAL?



This morning you realized that the life you have been living is a lie, that you are a tare 

sown in among the wheat.  You look like a believer, but inside you are empty 


because the son of the living God has not been invited into your life.
THE GREATEST MISSION FIELD IN AMERICA IS THE CHURCH – Billy Graham

There are many people who have gone to Church for years and remained lost!!!!
They thought all along that they were saved, because… 

· MOM SAID I WAS SAVED.  (Your mom isn’t the Holy Spirit)
· DAD PRAYED W/ OR FOR THEM. (No one can “pray” you saved)
· THE PREACHER TOLD ME I WAS SAVED (What do I know?) 
· I WAS BAPTIZED (Dry sinner / wet sinner)
· I AM A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH (Joining Church doesn’t save you)
· I READ MY BIBLE (Reading Bible doesn’t save you)
· I PRAY EVERDAY (Saying your prayers doesn’t save you)
· I LEADS MUSIC (Leadership doesn’t save you)
· I AM A PREACHER (Preaching doesn’t save you)
· I WALKED THE AISLE AT CHURCH (Walk aisle @ Wal Mart all the time)
· I CAME TO THE FRONT (No magic at front)
· I RAISED MY HAND (I raise my hands at OU ball games all the time)
· I REPEATED A PRAYER (You can repeat anything you want – it doesn’t save you)
· I ACTUALLY CRIED (I can make you cry- it doesn’t save you)
· I FELT BETTER AFTERWARD (A good night sleep makes me feel better…so what?)

Weed Truths


They Grow Naturally


They Can be Beautiful


They Are of no Value





For too many in churches around the world our faith is in an experience, a moment, and not actually in Jesus.  Millions…MILLIONS…of people will go to hell in shock because they put their faith in an experience but were not saved!


-Greatest Mission Field





Among – in the middle…every other one…woven through





The Master Planted by his Strategic design.  Then the Enemy Sowed AMONG.








